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A MESSAGE FROM THE  
Executive Director

Raymond Lanzafame, MD, MBA, FACS

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

Welcome to the latest issue of SLSNow. Thank you for your support of SLS and for being a part of 
the SLS community. 

The holiday season has begun in earnest and the end of the year is fast approaching. The hours 
of available daylight are short, and despite the bustle and anticipation of holiday festivities and the 
more hurried daily pace, it is also a time to reflect on the past year’s accomplishments, and set new 
goals for the coming year. 

MISWeek 2025 was a resounding success, with 99% of meeting attendees stated that their 
professional development objectives were met and that the meeting’s content was relevant to their 
practice.

MISWeek will be returning to Orlando. MISWeek2026 will be held on December 2-5, 2026 at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton at the Entrance to Universal Orlando. An exciting program is being planned. 
Now is the time to get ready to submit your abstract for scientific paper, video or poster presentations. 
We’ll be opening the call for abstracts in January and plan to open meeting registration in March. 

You won’t want to miss this must attend conference, whether you’re inclined to present your work, 
or to enjoy the meeting and the opportunity to network and dialogue with colleagues from multiple 
specialties and diverse backgrounds, 

This issue of SLSNow has an overview MISWeek 2026 and some useful information about special 
pricing for Disney attractions and other activities in the area. There’s also information about our 
publications, fellowship opportunities and more.

Please share SLSNow with your colleagues  and encourage them to join SLS. We welcome your 
active participation and are always willing to hear your comments and suggestions. Thank you for 
being a part of the SLS Community. We look forward to continuing to serve you in 2026.

Good reading!

Raymond J. Lanzafame, MD, MBA, FACS
Executive Director & Chairman
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Article
		  Spotlight

4

Abstract

Background:

With the rise in bariatric surgeries, conversions for issues like poor weight loss or reflux are becoming more 
common. Gastric bypass is a standard solution, but as robotic use grows, its advantage over laparoscopy remains 
in question.

Objective:

Compare the short and long-term outcomes of robotic versus laparoscopic sleeve conversion to Roux-en-Y gastric 
bypass (RYGB) surgeries.

Methods:

We conducted a retrospective analysis analyzing patients’ demographics, comorbidities, reasons for conversion, 
preoperative body mass index (BMI), and perioperative metrics (operative time, blood loss, hospital stay). We 
compared surgical outcomes, including early complications, rehospitalization, reintervention, weight loss, and 
resolution of comorbidities, between the robotic and laparoscopic approaches.

Results:

This cohort included 126 patients who underwent revisional surgery from sleeve gastrectomy to gastric bypass 
surgery. Out of which 27 underwent laparoscopic approaches and 99 robotic approaches. The mean age of patients 
was 52.5 (±11.6), and the mean pre-RYGB BMI was 36.1 (±7.1). Most patients were female (87.3%, n = 110), with 
72.2% white. Robotic approach had a significantly shorter operative time than laparoscopic approach 184.1 vs 
215.5 minutes, with P-value < .001, respectively. Other outcomes did not show any statistical significance between 
the two groups. However, the late reoperation rate revealed a significant difference, with 29.6% in the laparoscopic 
group required additional surgical intervention, whereas only 13.1% in the robotic group with P-value .041, 
suggesting advantage for the robotic approach.

Robotic versus Laparoscopic Sleeve-to-Gastric 
Bypass Conversion: A Comparison of Short- and 
Long-Term Outcomes
Tamar Tsenteradze 1, Agustina A Pontecorvo 1, Enrique F Elli 1

JSLS. 2025 Oct 31;29(4):e2025.00089. 
doi: 10.4293/JSLS.2025.00089

In recent years, there has been a notable evolution 
in the landscape of physician employment in the 
United States. Traditionally, the trajectory of physician 
employment has been closely tied to the prominence 
of physician-owned practices. Data from the past 
thirty years shows that physician employment has 
continued to rise.1 However, a prevailing perception 
suggests a decline in such practices, prompting a 
critical examination of this phenomenon. Baseline data 
from Avalere health consulting firm has espoused that 
by January 2022, 74% of all physicians were hired 
by a corporate or hospital entity, a number that has 
increased since 2019 from 62%. This suggests that the 

COVID-19 era of 2019 through 2021 has accelerated 
this recent trend.2 Contributing to this perception is 
the growing number of large hospital systems, with 
68% of all hospitals belonging to some larger hospital 
system, including the 703,246 system-affiliated beds 
in the United States, out of the nearly 920,000 total, 
which may raise concern over growing monopolization 
of healthcare in the United States.

To read more of this article, please click here.

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10882193/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12668368/
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FELLOWSHIPS AVAILABLE

GYNECOLOGY

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive & Robotic 
Surgery in Gynecology & Reproductive Surgery
Director: Camran Nezhat, MD  
Palo Alto, CA

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive and Robotic 
Surgery in Gynecologic Benign and Malignant 
Pathologies
Director: Farr Nezhat, MD  
Long Island, NY
 
SLS Fellowship in Advanced Endometriosis
Director: Tamer Seckin, MD 
New York, NY

Minimally Invasive Gynecologic Surgery 
Fellowship (FMIGS) of South Florida 
Director: Emery Salom, MD 
Miramar, FL 

The Marchand Institute for Minimally Invasive 
Surgery and Honor Health Affiliated Fellowship 
Program in Minimally Invasive and Robotic 
Gynecologic Surgery
Director: Greg J. Marchand, MD
Mesa, AZ

SIMULATION

Carlos Pellegrini and Brant Oelschlager Surgical 
Simulation Fellowship 
Director: Robert Sweet, MD, FACS, MAMSE 
Seattle, WA

GENERAL SURGERY

SLS Fellowship in Advanced Minimally Invasive and 
Endoscopic Techniques in General and Colorectal 
Surgery
Director: Jiri (George) Melich, MD 
Vancouver, BC, Canada

SLS Fellowship in Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary (HPB) 
Surgical Oncology 
Director: Shawn MacKenzie MD, FACS, FRCSC
New Westminster, BC, Canada

Colorectal Oncology and Advanced Laparoscopic 
Surgery Fellowship
Director: Elena A.T. Vikis, MD, MEd, FRCSC
Vancouver, BC, Canada



 
SLS Fellowship in Advanced Minimally Invasive and Endoscopic Techniques in 
General and Colorectal Surgery

Location: Royal Columbian and Eagle Ridge Hospitals, Greater Vancouver Area, British 
Columbia, Canada
University Affiliation: University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Program Director: Jiri (George) Melich, MD, FRCS(C) 

This fellowship was initially established in 2016. This fellowship consists of one year 
postgraduate training in many aspects of General Surgery with a focus on minimally 
invasive surgical and endoscopic Colorectal Surgery. The fellowship features most 
standard general surgery laparoscopic techniques, as well as Transanal Minimally Invasive 
Surgery (TAMIS), including Transanal Total Mesorectal Excision (TaTME).

There is a structured didactic learning plan. The fellow is also expected to be involved 
in research and scientific writing with the goal to present at the MIS Week/SLS Annual 
Meeting. Ongoing clinical research most commonly involves collecting and analyzing data 
from various databases, but any relevant research or educational activity will be supported.

Application cycle for academic year 2027-2028 starts officially on July 1, 2026. However, 
applicants can fill out and submit their applications earlier.

Fellowship program, please contact:
Jiri (George) Melich, MD, FRCS(C)
+1 (778) 512-0353FE
LL
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OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR YOU

SLS Fellowship in Advanced Minimally Invasive and
Endoscopic Techniques in General and Colorectal Surgery

FELLOWSHIP

General Surgery

Application cycle for academic year 2027-2028 starts officially on July 1, 2026. 
However, applicants can fill out and submit their applications earlier.

FORGE YOUR FUTURE IN MEDICINE: JOIN OUR FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY

LOCATION: 
Royal Columbian and Eagle Ridge
Hospitals, Greater Vancouver
Area, British Columbia, Canada

PROGRAM DIRECTOR:  Jiri (George) Melich, MD, FRCS(C)
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MEET THE 2025-2026 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Raymond J. Lanzafame, MD, MBA
Executive Director, Chairman

Ian A. Hodgdon, MD
President

Juan L. Salgado-Morales, MD
Vice President

Ceana Nezhat, MD
Secretary-Treasurer

Megan Kennedy Burns, MD, MA
Trustee  - 2025-2027

Jessica Opoku-Anane, MD, MS
Trustee - 2025-2027

Iswanto Sucandy, MD 
2025-2026 NAB Representative

Jessica Ybanez-Morano, MD, MPH
Ex-Officio Trustee AIDE Advisor

Sharona Ross, MD
Immediate Past President

Robert B. Lim, MD
Trustee

Jiri (George) Melich, MD
Trustee

Silvio Alen Canton, MD
Trustee - 2025-2026
IAB Representative

Richard M. Satava, MD
Ex-Officio Trustee

Scientific & Technology Advisor

Maurice K. Chung, RPh, MD
Ex-Officio Trustee

International Advisory 
Committee Chair

Michael S. Kavic, MD
Ex-Officio Trustee

JSLS Editor-in-Chief

Ronald Fieldstone, Esq.
Ex-Officio Trustee



9

The Medical Educator Consortium Award for Best 
Scientific Paper
Neeta Singh, MD
Role of Ethanol Sclerotherapy in Improving Ovarian Reserve 
and Outcomes of in Vitro Fertilization (IVF) Cycle in Women With 
Endometrioma- Prospective Parallel Arm Pilot Study

Michael S. Kavic Award for Best Scientific Paper by a 
Resident
Hossam Abdou, MD
Lean and Green – a Comparison of Four Different Indocyanine 
Green Cholangiography Systems in Laparoscopic and Robotic 
Cholecystectomy Using Only Three Trocars

Paul Alan Wetter Award for Best Multispecialty Scientific 
Paper
Aarthi Muthukumar, BS
Augmented Preoperative Planning: Virtual Reality and Synthetic 
MRI from CT Imaging of the Abdomen

Carl J. Levinson Award for Best Video
Juan Salazar, MD
Robotic Radical Antegrade Modular Pancreatosplectomy 
(RAMPS) in a Patient With Locally Advanced Pancreatic 
Adenocarcinoma of the Tail
 
Harrith M. Hasson Award for Best Presentation Promoting 
Education or Training
Emily Fronk, MD
Laparoscopic Box Training: Low Cost Low Fidelity for GYN 
Surgery

Best General Surgery Scientific Paper
Denise Jochems, MD, PhD, MSc
Implementing a Robotic-Assisted Colorectal Surgery 
Programme: Feasibility, Safety, and Early Outcomes
 
Best General Surgery Video
Shivansu Kumar, BS
Robotic Resection of Type I Choledochal Cyst. Standardization 
of Minimally Invasive Biliary Surgery Techniques

Best Gynecology Scientific Paper
Ian Vasicka, MD
Laparoscopic Lateral Suspension (LLS): An Alternative Approach 
in the Treatment of Advanced Pelvic Organ Prolapse (POP)

Best Gynecology Video
Samantha Kegel, MD
Robotic Assisted Resection of Cesarean Scar Ectopic 
Pregnancy

Best Urology Scientific Paper
Kevin Cleary, PhD
Demonstration Platform for Semi-Autonomous Robotically 
Assisted Partial Nephrectomy

Best Multispecialty Video
Tamara Damrel, MD
Robotic Low Anterior Resection with Transanal Specimen 
Extraction for Recurrent Diverticulitis and Ventral Hernia Repair 
with Mesh

Meet the MISWeek 2025 Award Winners 

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster
Jun De Lu, MBBS
Novel Intercostal Port Placement in Retroperitoneal Endoscopic 
Adrenalectomy for an Obese Patient

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster by a Resident
Melani Hotz, MD
Lingering After Laparoscopy: Factors Associated With Pacu 
Length Of Stay Post-Hysterectomy

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster by A Student
Atif Islam, BS: Novel Ion Index Score Predicts Mortality After 
Robotic-Assisted Pulmonary Lobectomy

Didjana Celkupa, BA: Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Colectomy 

Management: A New York State Combined Analysis 2018-2022

Honorable Mention 

Michael S. Kavic Award - Awinita Barpujari, MD: Use of a Novel 
Mesh-Based Liver Retractor in Upper Gastrointestinal Surgery

Carl J Levinson Award: Katerina Litvinova, MD: Robotic-Assisted 
Resection of Disseminated Peritoneal Leiomyomatosis

Shalabi Sorathia, MD: Alternative Approach to Ectopic Pregnancy in 
Patients with Obesity and Complex Surgical History Using vNOTES

Nicole Catalano, MD MPH: Surgical Management of an Ectopic 
Pregnancy in the Setting of a Müllerian Anomaly

Mallika Mendu, DO: Maximizing Minimally Invasive Techniques: A 
Multidisciplinary Robotic Deep Inferior Epigastric Perforator (DIEP) 
Flap

Harrith M. Hasson Award: Maciej Kieturakis, MD: Single Site 
Robotic Technology Research

Best General Surgery Scientific Paper - Aisha Hashmi, BS
Geospatial and Demographic Correlates of Tobacco Use and 
Colorectal Cancer Incidence in North Carolina

Best Gynecology Scientific Paper - G. Michael Swor, MD: A 
Comprehensive Intraoperative and 90 Day Postoperative Experience 
in Advanced Gynecologic Surgeries: Insights From a 20-Year 
Ongoing Review of Over 2000 Cases by a Single Surgeon

Best General Surgery Video - Korosh Jabbari, MS: Robotic 
Partial Parenchymal Sparing Enucleation for Hemangioma - 
Technique of Peripheral Hepatectomy During Early Learning Curve

Aiyana Batton, BS: Robotic Surgical Management of Gastro-Gastric 
Fistula after Laparoscopic Roux-en-Y Gastric Bypass

Pranali Kamat, MD: Robotic Interval Cholecystectomy and 
Perihepatic Abscess Drainage after Graham Patch Repair

Jennifer Klein, MD: Laparoscopic Reduction of Cecal Volvulus, 
Ileocecectomy, and Intracorporeal Anastomosis

Alexa Marie Del Mazo, BS: Approach to the Robotic-assisted TLH 
with an Obliterated Posterior Cul de Sac due to an Ovarian Fibroma
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SLS TV

BEST VIDEO

NO UPFRONT COST

BEST SCIENTIFIC PAPER BEST POSTER

Visit SLSTV for MISWeek  2025 Video and
e-Poster Presentations, plus take a look
at award winning presentations
throughout the years.

DISCLAIMER: The material presented at this site has been made available by SLS for educational or informational
purposes only.  The material, content, opinions and assertions made are solely those of the authors and/or

faculty and are not to be construed as reflecting the views, recommendations or official positions of SLS. SLS
disclaims any and all liability for injury or other damages resulting to any individual for all claims, which may arise
out of the use of the techniques, demonstrated there in by such individuals, or any implied or suggested advice

or management, whether these claims shall be asserted by a physician or any other person.



Same Great Experience, Same Low Membership Fees

JOIN/RENEW ONLINE AT SLS.ORG/MEMBERSHIP

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

SAVE THE DATE
MISWEEK 2026 WILL BE HELD

DECEMBER 2-5, 2026
DOUBLETREE BY HILTON

AT THE ENTRANCE TO 
UNIVERSAL ORLANDO

Submit your scientific paper,
video and poster abstracts for
presentation at
www.SLS.org/MIS2026/Submit

Submissions open 
January 2026

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AND RECEIVE DISCOUNTS TO ATTEND MISWEEK 2026

Immerse yourself in 
the Minimally Invasive 

Surgery Conference 
of the Year! 

Join leading experts in the field
Attend Pre-conference Hands-on Master
Courses
Multispecialty Plenary Sessions
Presentations by World-Renowned Experts
Scientific Papers / Videos / e-Posters
Global Perspectives in MIS 
Plus much more!

Where Disciplines Meet

13
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LEARN. 
NETWORK. 
DISCOVER.

REGISTRATION 
OPENS  

MARCH 1ST 2026

REGISTRATION OPENS 

MARCH 1ST 2026

Special registration rates are available for SLS MEMBERS 
Medical Students, *Residents-in-Training, **Fellows-in-Training, and Affiliated Medical Personnel. To qualify for these 
rates to the annual meeting you must currently be a Resident, Fellow-in-Training, or Affiliated Medical Personnel 
MEMBER of SLS. 

SLS is currently offering FREE membership to Medical Students and Residents. 

Fellow-in-Training, and Affiliated Medical Personnel membership dues are $95 per calendar year. 

To qualify as a Resident* or Fellow-in-Training**, you must be in training in an accredited training program or, if outside 
the U.S., you must be a Resident or Fellow-in-Training within the first five years after medical school degree. 

To qualify as Affiliated Medical Personnel, you must be employed in an ancillary position in the health care field.

SLS Members Non-Members
Physician Member $ 1050.00 $ 1450.00

Active Duty Military $ 900.00 $ 900.00

Medical Student $ 300.00 Available to Members Only 

Resident * $ 450.00 Available to Members Only 

Fellow ** $ 550.00 Available to Members Only 

Affiliated Medical Personnel $ 450.00 Available to Members Only 

14
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MISWeek 2026
		  Preliminary Agenda*

WED
2

DEC

7:00am - 8:00pm Conference Registration

Hands-On Courses 

Didactic Master Courses

Opening Ceremony
Welcome Reception in Exhibit Hall

THUR
3

DEC

6:30am - 
 

5:00pm Conference Registration - 

Highlghts

Multidisciplinary Plenary Session I 

Multidisciplinary Plenary Session II 

Didactic Lectures

Concurrent Presentation Sessions

Special Event: Fellows, Residents & New Members Meet & Greet

FRI
4

DEC

7:00am 
  

- 5:00pm Conference Registration

Highlights

Multidisciplinary Plenary Session III: 

Multidisciplinary Plenary Session IV

Surgical Surprises

Global Perspectives in MIS after Surgical

Concurrent Presentation Sessions

SAT
5

DEC

7:00am  -  10:30am Conference Registration

Highlights 

Breakfast with 2026 Excel Award Recipient

Janis Chinnock Wetter Award

Future Technology Session with Keynote Speaker
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Gerald Fried, MD, CM, FRCSC, FACS, FCAHS, M.S.C.
Dr. Gerald Fried is a tenured professor of surgery and Associate Dean for 
Education Technology & Innovation in the McGill Faculty of Medicine and 
Health Sciences where he also directs simulation training. Prior to that he was 
Chair of the McGill Department of Surgery for 10 years.
 
In 1990, Dr. Fried established Minimally Invasive Surgery (MIS) as a 

clinical and academic program at McGill and trained more than 50 fellows who have 
gone on to leadership roles. As Chair he re-energized the McGill graduate programs with 
novel degrees in innovation and entrpreneurship, surgical education, global surgery, 
surgical recovery, and in digital health that have attracted students from around the world. 

Dr. Fried’s work developing a simulation program for MIS has become the gold standard 
and a requirement for certification in surgery by the American Board. His current research 
is in evaluating applications of computervision to improve the quality and safety of surgery. 

He has received the Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada John Ruedy Award for 
Innovation in Medical Education and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada 
Duncan Graham Award for outstanding contribution to medical education. In 2019 Dr Fried 
received the Meritorious Service Cross by the Governor General of Canada for his leadership 
in developing minimally invasive surgery in Canada. He has held many leadership positions 
including President of SAGES and Chair of the ACS Board of Regents.

Patricia Kavic, RN, MSW 
Patricia earned her Registered Nurse License at Ohio Valley General Hospital 
(OVGH), a community hospital in the Pittsburgh area.  After working several 
years for the Visiting Nurse Association of Allegheny County, she was recruited 
by the Administrator of OVGH to establish their Home Care Program.  While 
working there Patricia attended the University of Pittsburgh, completing her 

Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in Social Work Administration.  It was during this time she met 
and married Dr. Michael Kavic.  Patricia eventually left her position as Director of Home Care and 
Discharge Planning to manage his surgical practice and raise their four children.

With the inception of the “laparoscopic era” of surgery, she and Michael established the Center for 
Advanced Surgical Training (CAST) in 1990, a certified site for training surgeons in laparoscopic 
techniques.  Patricia functioned as Administrator of the Center until 1994.

During the 1990’s Patricia functioned as administrative support and lab assistant for Michael as 
he traveled extensively throughout the US, Europe, Asia and the Middle East, where he lectured 
on laparoscopic surgery.  

In 1996 Michael was selected to become the Founding Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of the Society 
of Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgeons, JSLS, an international surgical journal indexed in the 
National Library of Medicine and listed in PubMed Central.  Patricia became the Senior Editorial 
Assistant. In that role she was, and still is, responsible for handling manuscript submissions and 
tracking their progress through the peer review process. 

MISWeek 2026 - Janis Chinnock Wetter Award

MISWeek 2026 - Excel Award
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Margaret (Gretchen) Schwarze, MD, MPP, FACS 
Gretchen Schwarze MD, MPP is the Morgridge Professor of Vascular Surgery 
and a Professor in the Departments of Surgery and Medical History and 
Bioethics at the University of Wisconsin. She received her medical degree 
from Harvard Medical School and master’s degree in public policy from the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government.  She completed residency at the 

Massachusetts General Hospital. Her fellowship training in vascular surgery and clinical 
ethics was at the University of Chicago Hospital and Clinics.  She is a practicing vascular 
surgeon and health services researcher with research interests focus on informed consent, 
high-stakes decisions, and end-of-life care for older patients with complex illnesses. With15 
years of external funding, including grants from the NIH and PCORI, she has received more 
than $13 million in support for her innovative work. She is a member of the National Academy 
of Medicine and is an alumna of the Greenwall Faculty Scholars and the Cambia Foundation 
Sojourns Scholar programs.  She lives in Madison, WI with her husband who is a transplant 
surgeon.

MISWeek 2026 - Opening Session Keynote Speaker
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Thank You to our MISWeek 2025 
Exhibitors and Sponsors

Exhibitors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsor



THE SOCIETY OF  LAPAROSCOPIC & 
ROBOTIC SURGEONS
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Gratefully acknowledges the following 
Companies for

Educational Grant Support and 
In-Kind Support

Your Support Fuels Our Success

Applied Medical Resources
Karl Storz - Endoscopy

Medtronic
Olympus Corporation of the Americas

W. L. Gore and Associates, Inc.
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Awards Prize
The Medical Educator Consortium Award for Best 
Scientific Paper

$1200

Paul Alan Wetter Award for Best Multispeciality 
Scientific Paper

$500

Michael S. Kavic Award for Best Scientific Paper by a 
Resident

$1000

Carl J. Levinson Award for Best Video $500

Harrith M. Hasson Award for Best Presentation 
Promoting Education and Training

$500

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Pediatric Surgery 
Presentation

$500

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster $500

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster by a Resident $250

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster by a Student $250
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CALL FOR 
Abstracts

You are invited to submit scientific 
paper, video and poster abstracts 
for presentation at MISWeek 2026

Submissions open 
January 2026

Certificates will be issued for the following:
Best General Surgery Scientific Paper 

Best General Surgery Video 

Best Gynecology Scientific Paper

Best Gynecology Video 

Best Urology Scientific Paper

Best Urology Video

Best Multispecialty Video

Don't Miss Your Chance to 
Submit your Abstract for 
Presentation at
MISWeek 2026

www.SLS.org/MIS2026/Submit

Submission Deadline May 1st, 2026



Certificates will be issued for the following:
Best General Surgery Scientific Paper 

Best General Surgery Video 

Best Gynecology Scientific Paper

Best Gynecology Video 

Best Urology Scientific Paper

Best Urology Video

Best Multispecialty Video

PARKING
The DoubleTree offers self-parking 
services. 

Discounted overnight self-parking fee is 
available at a Special Rate of $18.00 plus 
tax per night, per vehicle. 

Valet Services: $40.00 + Tax

Bus/Motor coach: $75.00 + Tax per day 
(Must be arranged in advance to ensure 
proper parking at time of arrival

Prices subject to change

This is How Florida Has Real Fun
 
Discover our 4 theme parks, 11 resort hotels, and countless 
attractions, restaurants, 
and entertainment.

Make your visit to 
Universal Orlando 
the best one yet. 
Whether it’s your 
first visit or your not, 
we recommend 
reviewing the 
Universal Orlando 
Resort updates. 

Tickets to Universal Orlando are available via 
our MISWeek 2026 ticket site. MISWeek 

2026 attendees will receive a discount 
on multi-day tickets. Click here to 

purchase your tickets.

AIRLINE RESERVATIONS 

The Store For Travel is the official travel agency 
for the Minimally Invasive Surgery Week 2026. 
They are available to assist you in obtaining the 
lowest fare possible for your travel preference 
and schedule.

For information contact Steve: 
The Store for Travel 
TEL: (305) 251-6331 

TOLL FREE: (800) 284-2538 
Email: Steve@TheStoreForTravel.com

SPECIAL OFFER FOR MISWEEK 2026

CONFERENCE  HOTEL 
DoubleTree by Hilton 

At the entrance to Universal Orlando 
5780 Major Blvd, Orlando, FL 32819  

Phone: (407) 351-1000 * Fax: (407) 352-8556 
 

DoubleTree by Hilton - Room Rates 
Double/Single Room $154.00/plus taxes 

Current Sales tax rate 6.5% | Current Hotel Occupancy tax rate 6%

No Resort Fee 

Cut Off Date for Reservations Monday, November 9, 2026 

Cancellation up to 72 hours prior.

Reservations can be made directly with the hotel via the internet

using the HiltonLink reservation page or call

1-800-222-TREE (8733) no later than the cutoff date.

Hotel Information

https://kgsconventiontix.com/misweek/
https://kgsconventiontix.com/misweek/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/mcoundt-sw2-228d0bfc-00c8-4dc8-8b4f-0aab3e8fbcb5/
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JOIN  OR 
RENEW  YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 
TODAY!

•	 Support the mission of SLS to improve patient care 
and promote the highest standards of practice through 
education, training, and information

•	 All SLS dues and donations are tax deductible for US 
Taxpayers

•	 Receive registration discounts to attend MISWeek

•	 And much more!

“SLS offers a multi-specialty platform for surgeons and 
healthcare professionals to engage in discussions on 
innovative technology and surgical techniques, enhancing 
patient outcomes. It provides a valuable opportunity to network 
with industry experts and surgeons globally.” 
- Sharona Ross, MD

Join or Renew Today: 
SLS.org/membership

22

As part of our educational mission, SLS is providing
FREE 2026 membership to 
Medical Students and Residents 

Discounted membership to
Fellows and Affiliated Medical Personnel

No Changes, Just Savings
Dues and Fees Haven’t 
Increased!

http://sls.org/membership/
https://www.membership.sls.org/page/MembershipHome
https://www.membership.sls.org/page/MembershipHome
https://membership.sls.org/page/MembershipHome


•	 Access to huge savings and exclusive discounts
•	 Special membership rates for Students, Residents, Fellows, 

Nurses, Technicians, & Affiliated Medical Personnel and 
Active Duty Military

•	 Special offers, preferred seating, tickets to top 
attractions, theme parks, sporting events, hotels 
and much more!

•	 Subscription to JSLS, Journal of the Society of Laparoscopic 
& Robotic Surgeons

•	 Subscription to CRSLS, Case Reports Journal of the Society 
of Laparoscopic & Robotic Surgeons

•	 Receive JSLS Anywhere, a quarterly update on JSLS articles
•	 Open access Proceedings, Textbooks, and Websites

•	 Unique multispecialty & multidisciplinary content
•	 Access SLS Scholarly Search & Open Access Titles & Videos
•	 Network with a range of international affiliates & 

opportunities to exchange ideas, techniques & technologies
•	 Join the conversation on our blog & social media outlets
•	 Network with professionals from around the world
•	 Engage a multidisciplinary body of knowledge and 

professional development resources
•	 A wide range of programming to receive CE Credits

•	 Participate and engage in Special Interest Group (SIG’s)
•	 Participate in our online DocMatter community
•	 Have your successes featured in “Members in the News”

•	 Exclusive enrollment in SLS’ “Find a Specialist” Patient 
Referral Map and Online Database

•	 Exclusive access to online member portal where you 
can connect with members worldwide

Increase the Reach of Your Practice

Dialogue With a Global Community

Unlock the World of MIS

Publications to keep you at the Forefront of MIS

Member Deals and Discounts
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