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A MESSAGE FROM THE  
Executive Director

Raymond Lanzafame, MD, MBA, FACS

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the latest issue of SLSNow. Thank you for being a part 
of the SLS community and for your support of SLS and its educational mission. Our members and 
the communities we serve are our most important assets. Engaging in networking and dialogue with 
colleagues and peers from multiple specialties and from diverse backgrounds is the very fabric of our 
organization. We learn from each other and work to improve our craft and outcomes for our patients. 

We are entering the summer months and hopefully there is some well-deserved time off, engaging 
in sports and recreational activities and spending time with family and friends. It is important to have 
some time to relax and decompress. 

MISWeek 2024 is one way of combining professional development with relaxation. This year’s 
meeting is returning to the Wyndham® Lake Buena Vista Resort at Disney Springs® Resort Area. 
An exciting program is planned, and registration is open. This issue of SLSNow highlights several 
facets of the program and has information about our honorary chair, keynote speakers and Excel and 
Janis Chinnock Wetter award recipients in addition to information about special pricing for Disney 
attractions and other activities in the area. We sold out our room block last year so don’t delay! 
Register now and reserve your hotel rooms early. 

Check out the preconference hands-on courses on advanced suturing techniques; hysteroscopy; 
and pain management and our didactic courses on endometriosis; and updates in robotic surgery. 
Seating is limited. Act now to secure your spot.

This issue also has other useful information about our publications, fellowship opportunities and 
more.

Please share SLSNow with your colleagues and and encourage them to join SLS. We welcome your 
active participation and are always willing to hear your comments and suggestions. Thank you for 
being a part of the SLS Community.

Good reading!

Raymond J. Lanzafame, MD, MBA, FACS
Executive Director & Chairman



4

Article
		  Spotlight

As the number of limitations in a medical research 
article increases, does their influence have a more 
significant effect than each one considered separately, 
making the findings and conclusions less reliable 
and valid? Limitations are known variables that 
influence data collection and findings and compromise 
outcomes, conclusions, and inferences. A large body 
of work recognizes the effect(s) and consequence(s) 
of limitations.1–77 Other than the ones known to 
the author(s), unknown and unrecognized limitations 
influence research credibility. This study and analysis 
aim to determine how frequently and what limitations 
are found in peer-reviewed open-access medical 
articles for laparoscopic/endoscopic surgeons.

Abstract  
 
Background: As the number of limitations increases in a medical research article, their consequences multiply 
and the validity of findings decreases. How often do limitations occur in a medical article? What are the 
implications of limitation interaction? How often are the conclusions hedged in their explanation? 

Objectives: To identify the number, type, and frequency of limitations and words used to describe conclusion(s) 
in medical research articles.

Methods: Search, analysis, and evaluation of open access research articles from 2021 and 2022 from the 
Journal of the Society of Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgery and 2022 Surgical Endoscopy for type(s) of 
limitation(s) admitted to by author(s) and the number of times they occurred. Limitations not admitted to were 
found, obvious, and not claimed. An automated text analysis was performed for hedging words in conclusion 
statements. A limitation index score is proposed to gauge the validity of statements and conclusions as the 
number of limitations increases.

Results: A total of 298 articles were reviewed and analyzed, finding 1,764 limitations. Four articles had no 
limitations. The average was between 3.7% and 6.9% per article. Hedging, weasel words and words of 
estimative probability description was found in 95.6% of the conclusions.

Conclusion: Limitations and their number matter. The greater the number of limitations and ramifications of their 
effects, the more outcomes and conclusions are affected. Wording ambiguity using hedging or weasel words 
shows that limitations affect the uncertainty of claims. The limitation index scoring method shows the diminished 
validity of finding(s) and conclusion(s).

Limitations in Medical Research: Recognition, 
Influence, and Warning
Douglas E. Ott, MD, MBA

This research is about limitations, how often they 
occur and explained and/or justified. Failure to 
disclose limitations in medical writing limits proper 
decision-making and understanding of the material 
presented. All articles have limitations and constraints. 
Not acknowledging limitations is a lack of candor, 
ignorance, or a deliberate omission. To reduce the 
suspicion of invalid conclusions limitations and their 
effects must be acknowledged and explained. This 
allows for a clearer more focused assessment of 
the article’s subject matter without explaining its 
findings and conclusions using hedging and words of 
estimative probability.

To read more of this article, please click here.

JSLS  v.28 (1); Jan-Mar 2024  
PMC10882193
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10882193/#B77
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10882193/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10256280/
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Search JSLS for critical findings in MIS, then review the details on how to submit your research to this journal.  
Visit http://jsls.sls.org/

Special Communication Articles are manuscripts that describe an important issue in clinical medicine, 
clinical surgery, medical research, medical education, technology, health policy or public health in a scholarly, 
thorough, well-referenced, systematic and evidence-based manner. 

5

http://jsls.sls.org/
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Each year, residency training program department heads are asked to nominate one resident surgeon from their 
program to receive the  SLS Outstanding MIS Resident Award. SLS proudly recognizes the  following  awardees.

Outstanding MIS 
       Residents

General Surgery 
Freeman Condon, MD
James Connolly, MD
Katrina  Dimaano, MD
Daniel Farinas Lugo, MD
Nathan Gish, MD
J.J. Newland, MD
Alexander  Rossi, MD
Megan Shepherd, MD
Adriana  Vricheva , MD
S. Whitney Zingg, MD

Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Daniel Bond, DO
Eden Hen, MD
Wilfredo Lopez, MD
Ayomipo  Madein, MD
Madanika  Subhash, MD
Natalie Tips, MD
Praveena Tondapu, MD
Paola Comas Vargas, MD
Bassel Abouzeid, MD
Alexis Achey Lewis, DO
Erin Ahart, MD
Pamela Akametalu, MD
Aliyah Ali, MD
Burgos Ana, MD
Meghan Anderson, MD
Annie Apple, MD
Sogol Ashrafian, MD
Summer Bailey, MD
Corey  Barker, DO
Miriam Bishay, MD
Jared Bodine, DO, MBA
Dorothea Bragg, MD
Leanne Brechtel, MD
Nataliya Bukavyn, MD
Lindsey Burleson, MD
Eugene Chau, MD
Valerie  Chou, MD
Ginger Christian, MD

Annaleigh Coleman, MD
Adriana  Contreras, DO
Jasmine Correa, MD
Daisy Cruz, MD
Jessica Dai, MD
Berkley Davis, MD
Kelsey Day Carson, MD
Natalia Del Mazo-Arbona, MD
Kelly Devlin, MD
Neer Dhillon, MD
Sarah Dobbs, MD
Sarah Dunalewicz, DO
Mira Dunham, MD
Beata Dye, MD
Kaitlynn Ebisutani, MD
Cari Eckman, MD
Kaitlyn Edbauer, MD
Jessica Ehly-Yu, MD
Ellison Ellison, MD
Elizabeth Farabee, MD
Jasmin Feliciano, MD
Margaret Flint, MD
Zoë Frank, MD
Natalie Friedricks, MD
Allison Froehlich, MD
Juliann Gavin, DO
Lauren Gittshall, MD
Brian Goddard, MD
Allison Gustafson, MD
Dorothy Hakimian, DO
Torrey Halbert, DO
Joan Han, MD
Ryan Hanusek, DO
Jaclynne Hedge, MD
Ryan Holt, MD
Logan Hughes-Hogan, MD
Grace Iparraguirre, MD
Christine Jackson, DO
Isabel Janmey, MD MPH
Maggie Jiang, DO
Sarah Johnson, MD

Ashlee-Marie Jones, MD
Sophia Kantemyr, MD
Kristina Karlson, MD
Virginia Kaufman, MD
Catherine Kim, DO
Taylore King, MD
Helene Kirschke-Schwartz, MD
Tohar Kochar Lev, MD
Kara Kolar, MD
Joanna  Kukla, MD
Ellen LaBauve, MD
Petrina LaFaire, MD, MS
Nancy Landez, MD
Allison Lazenby, MD
Christina Lowry, MD MA
Kelly Mamelson, MD
Amanda Manorot, MD
Sarah  McDonald, MD
Cynthia McKinney, MD
Samantha  McLean , DO
Sarah McMahon, MD
Manuel  Merida Reyes , MD
Allison Methenitis, MD
Kristen Miller, MD
Daniel Mitchell, MD
Blaire Nasstrom, DO
Margaret  Nemetz , MD
Ciarra Nickerson, MD
Valerie O’Besso, MD
Bless Onaiwu, MD
Joanna Ortega, MD
Lauren Pace, MD
Patrick Peñalosa, MD
Isabella Qendro, MD
Nicholas Racchi, DO
Anna Raines, MD
Abby Rewoldt, MD
Joshua  Reynolds, DO
Adam Rhein, DO
Jennifer Rich, MD
Grace Ripley, DO

Natalie  Rivera, MD
Shayna Rubenstein, MD
Stephanie Runke, MD
Nicole Salmen, MD
Natasha  Santos-Pinero, MD
Sofia Sarduy, DO
Celina Sarkes, MD
Emily Sauck, DO
Sha Sha, MD
Caroline Shadowen, MD
Kelly Simmons, MD
Sarah Skinner, MD
Lisa Spencer, MD
Sisira Srisutiva, MD
Lauren Summerell, DO
Alexandra Sundermann, MD PhD
Alec Sunyecz, MD
Angelique Turner , MD
Henry Uran, MD
Amanda Vakos, MD
Jessica Velasquez, MD
Eleanor Wade, MD
Patricia Walters, MD
Loren  Walwyn-Tross, MD
Jayla Watkins, MD
Rachel Watson, MD
Hillary Weiner, MD
Victoria Weprinsky, MD
Alexandra Wright, MD
Alia Yaghi, MD
Katherine Yoh, MD
Rosanne Zandvliet, DO
 Jennifer Zhang, MD
Caroline Zhang, MD

Urology 
Luis Medina, MD
Anh Nguyen, MD

6
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Ash Tewari, MBBS, MCh, FRCS (Hon.)

Honorary  Chair
MISWeek 2024

•	 Professor and System Chair, Milton and Carroll Petrie 
Department of Urology

•	 Mount Sinai Health System
•	 Chair of Urology, Mount Sinai Hospital
•	 Director of Center of Excellence for Prostate Cancer at 

the Tisch Cancer Institute
•	 Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
•	 Surgeon-in-Chief of the Tisch Cancer Hospital at The 

Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, NY 

Dr. Ash Tewari, a globally recognized urologic oncology expert and pioneer in robotic 
surgery, serves as the Professor and System Chair of the Milton and Carroll Petrie 
Department of Urology at the Icahn School of Medicine. He has several leadership 
roles, such as the Director of the Center of Excellence for Prostate Cancer at the Tisch 
Cancer Institute and the Surgeon-in-Chief of the Tisch Cancer Hospital at Mount Sinai 
Hospital. He has performed over 9,000 robotic surgeries and is a prominent recipient of 
research grants from the National Institutes of Health and the Department of Defense. 

His research interests include surgical prostate anatomy, genetic risk profiling, 
epidemiology, racial disparities, risk modeling, and integrating artificial intelligence 
and machine learning in healthcare. He is renowned for his nerve-sparing technique, 
which preserves sexual and urinary function. Dr. Tewari’s team at the Milton and 
Caroll Petrie Department of Urology at Mount Sinai, thanks to a $3.8 million donation 
from philanthropist Robert F. Smith, has initiated the Mount Sinai Robert F. Smith 
Mobile Prostate Cancer Screening Unit. It offers services to communities in need 
and has successfully screened over 5,000 patients since its April 2022 launch. 

Dr. Tewari, a prolific scholar with over 250 peer-reviewed papers, has been recognized 
in prestigious lists like America’s Top Doctors and New York Magazine’s Best Doctors. 
His notable contributions to urologic oncology earned him the American Urological 
Association Gold Cystoscope Award in 2012 and the first Golden Robot Surgical Award 
for Excellence in Surgical Innovations for Cancer Patients, presented by Merryl and 
James Tisch, Co-Chairman of the Boards of Trustees of the Mount Sinai Health System.

8
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Eric Haseltine, PhD is an author, futurist, and 
neuroscientist. He has held several senior executive positions 
in private industry and the public sector. He was the Associate 
Director and CTO for national intelligence at the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence, the Director of Research at 
the National Security Agency, an Executive Vice-President 
at Walt Disney Imagineering, and a Director of Engineering 
at Hughes Aircraft Company. For the past few years, he has 
been developing completely new forms of digital media, 
entertainment, and advertising, in addition to cutting-edge 
cyber and industrial security solutions.

Dr. Eric Haseltine has authored or co-authored 40 patents in optics, special effects, 
and electronic media. In addition, he has published more than 100 articles in Discover 
magazine, on Discover.com, and in journals such as Brain Research and Society for 
Neuroscience Proceedings. He maintains a blog on Psychology Today. Eric’s book, 
Long Fuse, Big Bang, shows how to prevent the tyranny of the urgent from trumping the 
pursuit of the important. He is co-author of The Listening Cure, with Dr. Chris Gilbert.

Antonia Coello Novello, MD, MPH, DrPH, 
was the first woman and the first Hispanic to serve as Surgeon 
General of the United States. Dr. Novello received her M.D. 
from the University of Puerto Rico School of Medicine and 
did her residency in Nephrology at the University of Michigan 
Medical Center. 

Dr. Novello also served as Commissioner of Health for the 
State of New York from 1999 to 2006. Dr. Novello has received 
numerous awards including more than fifty honorary degrees, 

was elected to the National Academy of Medicine in 2000, and has been inducted into 
the National Women’s Hall of Fame.

From 2008 to 2014, Dr. Novello was Vice-President of Women and Children Health and 
Policy Affairs at Disney Children’s Hospital at Florida Hospital in Orlando, Florida. 

MISWeek 2024
Keynote Speakers

9
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MISWeek 2024
Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS is the
the immediate past Chief of Surgery at Advent Health-Celebration, 
in Celebration, Florida, Governor for the State of Florida and 
CME Workgroup lead for the American College of Surgeons.   
Additionally, he is a Professor of Surgery at the University of Central 
Florida College of Medicine, Past President for the Florida Chapter 
American College of Surgeons, and Past President of the Society 
of Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgeons in 2015 and 2018. Dr. 
Redan’s most recent honor is his election as an Associate Member 
to the Academy of Master Surgical Educators. 

Dr. Redan received his medical degree from and completed his residency in General Surgery 
at the University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey. He has recertified three times from 
the American Board of Surgery.  He retired from the US Army and US Army National Guard 
as a Major. 

Dr. Redan is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons since 1994, Charter member of the 
Society of Robotic Surgery, member of the Society of American Gastrointestinal Endoscopic 
Surgeons, and a member of the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons. He is 
on the editorial staff of the Journal of the Society of Laparoscopic & Robotic Surgeons, 
Surgical Endoscopy, Trocar.net, and the Journal of Robotic Surgery. He is a frequent lecturer 
and has published numerous journal articles and book chapters.  He has been performing 
laparoscopic and thoracoscopic procedures since the infancy of this specialty starting with 
laparoscopic cholecystectomy and diagnostic laparoscopy for trauma in 1989.  He has 
participated in the growth of minimally invasive surgery as it is now the standard of care for 
multiple surgical procedures.  Dr. Redan has also been involved with the development of 
Robotic (i.e. Computer Assisted) Surgery since 2007, as well as teaching, precepting and 
new product testing in multiple areas of surgery and surgical education. 

Additionally, as new technology evolves there is an increasing need for “team education” and 
“telemedicine” as it relates to the integration of endoscopy and laparoscopy in the operating 
room.  As more specialized Robotic equipment continues to overlap into the operating room 
environment, our educational process needs to change to help develop safer operating 
rooms and better peri-operative care which is also a passion of Dr. Redan.  Video Based 
Assessment of Surgical Skills will be paramount in the future of Surgical Education

As a person who loves to give back, Dr. Redan has also volunteered for the past 20 years 
at Disney Animal Kingdom, working with veterinarians, providing minimally invasive surgical 
services to rare animal species, preserving the lives of these species and educating zoological 
veterinarians in Minimally Invasive Surgery for animals.

Excel Award

10
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MISWeek 2024
Janis Chinnock Wetter Award

Linda Steckley, MBA’s professional 
journey has included positions in education, government, 
philanthropy, and volunteer board service for not-for-profit 
organizations. Her twenty-eight years of participation on the 
SLS board saw a seedling organization with a controversial 
vision become an international  society  filling a unique multi-
specialty role in the medical continuing education  field.

Linda Steckley built a career in education, government, and 
philanthropy.  Beginning in 1980, the next thirty-five years were spent as a fund-raising 
professional, retiring in 2015 after serving the Chautauqua Institution as Senior Major Gifts 
Officer. This followed seven years supporting public policy research as Vice President for 
Development and Executive Education at the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC.

Prior to joining Brookings, Steckley’s work focused on higher education with senior fund-
raising positions at Duke University, New York University, and the University of Miami, where 
she earned an MBA.  Her professional leadership was demonstrated through involvement 
with the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), the University of Miami 
Herbert School of Business Administration, and the UM Alumni Association.  She authored 
several articles/chapters on fund-raising for higher education in CASE publications. 

Steckley is a founding board member, now emerita, of the Fund for Education Abroad in 
Washington DC, and served on the Dickinson College Alumni Council, the school where 
she completed her undergraduate work.  Most recently, Steckley completed service on the 
boards of The Roger Tory Peterson Institute and the Chautauqua Institution’s Opera Guild.

In 1991, while Assistant Vice President for the University of Miami School of Medicine, 
Steckley assisted in the initial organization of the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons 
(SLS), (now the Society of Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgeons) and served as a Trustee, 
ex officio, for twenty-eight years. She is now retired and completing four years of study 
in theological education through the School of Theology at the University of the South at 
Sewanee. She lives with her husband Pete Weitzel in Juno Beach, Florida.
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GYNECOLOGY

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive & Robotic 
Surgery in Gynecology & Reproductive 
Surgery
Director: Camran Nezhat, MD  
Palo Alto, CA

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive and Robotic 
Surgery in Gynecology and Reproductive 
Surgery
Director: Ceana Nezhat, MD 
Atlanta, GA

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive and 
Robotic Surgery in Gynecologic Benign and 
Malignant Pathologies
Director: Farr Nezhat, MD  
Long Island, NY

Marchand Institute for Minimally Invasive 
Surgery & Steward Health Mountain Vista 
Medical Center 
Affiliated Fellowship Program in Minimally 
Invasive and Robotic Gynecologic Surgery
Director: Greg J. Marchand, MD 
Mesa, AZ
 
SLS Fellowship in Advanced Endometriosis
Director: Tamer Seckin MD 
New York, NY

Minimally Invasive Gynecologic Surgery 
Fellowship (FMIGS) of South Florida 
Director: Emery Salom, MD 
Miramar, FL 

GENERAL SURGERY

SLS Fellowship in Advanced Minimally 
Invasive and Endoscopic Techniques in 
General and Colorectal Surgery
Director: Jiri (George) Melich, MD 
Vancouver, BC, Canada

Florida Surgical Specialists Enhanced General 
Surgery Fellowship: Advanced Laparoscopic 
and Robotic Foregut, Hernia, and Colorectal 
Fellowship
Director: Paul Toomey, MD  
Bradenton, FL

SIMULATION

Carlos Pellegrini and Brant Oelschlager 
Surgical Simulation Fellowship 
Director: Robert Sweet, MD, 
FACS, MAMSE 
Seattle, WA 

Click to apply to this or any of our  
SLS Fellowships

FELLOWSHIPS AVAILABLE

12

https://sls.org/sls-fellowship-programs/
http://sls.org/sls-fellowship-programs/
http://sls.org/sls-fellowship-programs/
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SLS FELLOWSHIP IN ADVANCED MINIMALLY INVASIVE AND ENDOSCOPIC 
TECHNIQUES IN GENERAL AND COLORECTAL SURGERY

Location: Royal Columbian and Eagle Ridge Hospitals, Greater Vancouver Area, 
British Columbia, Canada
University affiliation: University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada
Program Director: Dr. Jiri (George) Melich, MD, FRCS(C)

Application process opens: July 1st of year prior to start of fellowship
Application process closes: November 1st
Fellowship start date: July 1st

This fellowship was initially established in 2016. This fellowship consists of one 
year postgraduate training in many aspects of General Surgery with a focus on 
minimally invasive surgical and endoscopic Colorectal Surgery. The fellowship fea-
tures most standard general surgery laparoscopic techniques, as well as Transanal 
Minimally Invasive Surgery (TAMIS), including Transanal Total Mesorectal Excision 
(TaTME).

There is a structured didactic learning plan. The fellow is also expected to be in-
volved in research and scientific writing with the goal to present at the MIS Week/
SLS Annual Meeting. Ongoing clinical research most commonly involves collecting 
and analyzing data from various databases, but any relevant research or education-
al activity will be supported.

Director Contact Information
Dr. Jiri (George) Melich, MD, FRCS(C)
+1 (604) 524 2454
george.melich@ubc.ca

To apply, please visit: 
http://sls.org/sls-fellowship-programs/sls-fellowship-application/

Application opens July 1st, 2024
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DAY 1

WED
25

SEPT

7:00am 

8:00am

12:00pm
1:00pm

5:00pm

5:25pm

5:38pm

6:13pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

_

_
 

_
_

_

_

_

_
_
_

8:00pm

12:00pm

1:00pm
4:30pm

8:00pm

5:38pm

6:13pm 

6:30pm
8:00pm
7:00pm

Conference Registration
Complimentary Coffee & Bakery Items
For Master Course Attendees only
Hands On & Didactic Courses 
•	 Didactic Master Course:  

Challenges and Controversies in Endometriosis-A Multidisciplinary 
Problem

•	 Skills Course: 
Mastering Pain Management Before and After Minimally Invasive Surgery 
Including Office Procedures for Pain (with IPPS)

•	 Suturing Skills Course:  
Advanced Laparoscopic Suturing -  
For the Gynecologist, Urologist, General and Robotic Surgeon

Lunch on your own
Hands On & Didactic Courses 
•	 Hysteroscopy/Office-Based Hysteroscopy Skills Course
•	 Didactic Master Course:  

Updates in Robotics and Robotically-assisted Surgery
Opening Ceremony
Welcome Reception in Exhibit Hall and e-Poster Viewing Open
Introduction of Honorary Chair: Ash Tewari, MBBS, MCh, FRCS (Hon.)
Honorary Chair Presentation: How Robots Changed Course Nerve-sparring in 
Prostate Cancer Treatment, the Journey Through the Last 10,000 Cases 
Keynote Spreaker: Antonia Novello, MD, MPH, DRPh
Keynote Presentation: In Today's World is Equity for All Really
Achievable - Possible Ways to Address the Pitfalls of Dreams Versus Realities
Award Presentations 
Welcome Reception in Exhibit Hall
Book Signing with Antonia Novello, MD, MPH, DPh
Duty Calls (Lessons Learned from an Unexpected Life of Service)

DAY 2

THUR
26

SEPT

6:30pm
7:00am
7:00am
7:30am 
7:45am

9:00am

10:00am
10:30am
11:00am
11:30am
12:30am
12:30pm
1:45pm
1:45pm
1:45pm
5:30pm

_
_
_
_
_

_

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

5:00pm
7:30am
4:00pm
7:45am
9:00am

10:00am

10:30am
11:00am
11:30am
12:30pm
12:45pm
1:45pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm

Conference Registration
Complimentary Coffee & Bakery Items/Product Presentations by Exhibitors
Exhibits and e-Poster Viewing Open
Highlights
Multidisciplinary Plenary Session: 
Artificial Intelligence: Implications and Indications in MIS Surgery & Robotics
Multidisciplinary Plenary Session: 
The Global Reach of Telesurgery
Refreshment Break/Visit Exhibits/Product Presentations by Exhibitors
Nezhat Family Lectureship
Harry Reich, MD, Special Presentation
Didactic Lectures
Moderator Briefing
Refreshment Break /Visit Exhibits/Product Presentations by Exhibitors
Concurrent Presentation Sessions: Scientific Papers/Videos
Global Perspectives in MIS
Poster Town Hall
Special Event: Fellows, Residents & New Members Meet & Greet

* Program is subject to change. For more information click here

MISWeek 2024		  Preliminary Program*

https://slrs.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMDU4Mjk2JnA9MSZ1PTU0OTY1OTc3OCZsaT0zMzg0NjczOQ/index.html
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MISWeek 2024		  Preliminary Program*

DAY 3

FRI
27

SEPT

6:30am 
7:00am
7:00am
7:30am
7:45am

8:45am

9:45am

10:00am
10:30am
12:15pm
1:45pm
1:45pm

_
_
_
_
_

_

_

_
_
_
_
_

5:00pm
7:30am
2:00pm
7:45am
8:45am

9:45am

10:00am

10:30pm
12:15pm
1:45pm
5:00pm
5:00pm

Conference Registration
Complimentary Coffee & Bakery Items/Product Presentations by Exhibitors
Exhibits & e-Poster Viewing Open 
Highlights
Multidisciplinary Plenary Session: 
Building Health Equity: Making Surgery Accessible in Low Resource 
Environments
Multidisciplinary Plenary Session: 
Healing Hands, Breaking Barriers: Transforming the Face of Surgery
Gustavo Stringel Awards for Best Poster, Bost Poster by a Student, and Best 
Poster by a Resident
Refreshment Break/Visit Exhibits/Product Presentations by Exhibitors
Video Session: Surgical Surprises – When the Unexpected Happens
Refreshment Break /Visit Exhibits/Product Presentations by Exhibitors
Concurrent Presentation Sessions: Scientific Papers/Videos
Global Perspectives in MIS

DAY 4

SAT
28

SEPT

7:00am
7:30am
7:30am
8:00am  
8:15am  
8:25am  

8:40am  
8:45am

8:55am    

9:10am
9:15am
9:20am

10:05am

_
_
_
_
_
_

_
_

_

_

_

_

_

10:30am
8:45am
8:00am 
8:15am
8:25am
8:40am    

8:45am
8:55am  

9:10am    

9:15am
9:20am

10:05am

10:10am

Conference Registration
Breakfast with 2024 Excel Award Recipient
Sit-Down Breakfast with Spouses / Guests
Highlights
Introduction of Excel Award Recipient - Jay Redan, MD
Presentation by Jay Redan, MD
From Metrics to Outcomes…Let’s Make Sure We Are Measuring Clinically 
Relevant Information
Presentation of Excel Award
Introduction of Janis Chinnock Wetter Award Recipient - 
Linda Steckley, MBA
Presentation by Linda Steckley, MBA
SLS: The Earliest Days
Presentation of Janis Chinnock Wetter Award
Future Technology Session with Keynote Speaker: 
Eric Haseltine, PhD: 
Keynote Presentaion: Predicting The Future:  Envisioning Collisions Between 
Fast Changing Technology and Unchanging Human Nature
Closing Ceremony - Passing the Presidential Gavel

* Program is subject to change. For more information click here

https://slrs.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMDU4Mjk2JnA9MSZ1PTU0OTY1OTc3OCZsaT0zMzg0NjczOQ/index.html
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LEARN. NETWORK. DISCOVER.
SLS Members Non-Members

Early Bird Registration (Deadline 7/25/24) $900.00 $1295.00

Physician Members $ 1050.00 $ 1450.00

Active Duty Military $ 900.00 $ 900.00

Medical Student $ 150.00 Member Only Rate

Resident * $ 200.00 Member Only Rate

Fellow ** $ 300.00 Member Only Rate

Affiliated Medical Personnel $ 300.00 Member Only Rate

Special registration rates are available for SLS MEMBER Medical Students, Residents-in-Training, Fellows-in-
Training, and Affiliated Medical Personnel. To qualify for these rates to the annual meeting you must currently 
be a Resident, Fellow-in-Training, or Affiliated Medical Personnel MEMBER of SLS. 

SLS is currently offering FREE membership to Medical Students and Residents. 

Fellow-in-Training, and Affiliated Medical Personnel memberships are $95 per calendar year. 

To qualify as a Resident* or Fellow-in-Training**, you must be in training in a U.S. accredited training program 
or, if outside the U.S., you must be a Resident or Fellow-in-Training within the first five years after medical 
school degree. 

To qualify as Affiliated Medical Personnel, you must be employed full-time in an ancillary position in the health 
care field.

CLICK TO VISIT THE 
CONFERENCE WEBSITE

REGISTRATION IS  
NOW OPEN

REGISTER NOW
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https://sls.org/mis2024/
https://www.sls.org/mis2024/
https://www.sls.org/mis2024/
http://sls.org/
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Visit https://sls.org/mis2024
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REGISTER NOWREGISTER NOW

 
MISWEEK Attendees
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Plan Ahead! Reserve your Discounted Hotel Room Today
 

Wyndham® Lake Buena Vista Resort
Disney Springs® Resort Area

Wyndham® Garden Lake Buena Vista 
Disney Springs® Resort Area

An official Walt Disney World® Hotel, the Wyndham® Lake Buena Vista Resort Area is located 
across the street from Disney Springs®, a world-class shopping, entertainment, and dining 
district with over 150 venues. This lakeside resort features two pools, an aquatic playground 
for kids, on-site basketball and volleyball courts, plus multiple on-site dining options. Guest 
room amenities include free WiFi, 55-inch HDTVs, mini-refrigerator, and plush bedding. Resort 
guests enjoy exclusive Disney benefits including scheduled shuttle transportation to Disney 
parks, early theme park entry to every Disney park (park reservation and valid ticket or pass 
required)
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Rates will be honored September 25-September 28, 2024, subject to availability. Does not includes applicable state and 
local taxes.

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=10/01/2023&checkOutDate=10/08/2023&groupCode=100123SOC
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=10/01/2023&checkOutDate=10/08/2023&groupCode=100123SOC
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=10/01/2023&checkOutDate=10/08/2023&groupCode=100123SOC
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=09/22/2024&checkOutDate=09/29/2024&groupCode=092224MIN
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=09/22/2024&checkOutDate=09/29/2024&groupCode=092224MIN
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham-garden/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-garden-lake-buena-vista-downtown-disney-resort-area/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham-garden/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-garden-lake-buena-vista-downtown-disney-resort-area/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=10/01/2023&checkOutDate=10/08/2023&groupCode=100123SOC
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=10/01/2023&checkOutDate=10/08/2023&groupCode=100123SOC
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Rates will be honored September 25-September 28, 2024, subject to availability. Does not includes applicable state and 
local taxes.

Conference Website Don't Delay. 
Register today

To make reservations by phone for the Wyndham Lake Buena 
Vista Disney Springs ( add registered mark)   Resort please 
call Toll Free: 800-624-4109
 
To make reservations by phone for the Wyndham Garden 
Lake Buena Vista Disney Springs  Resort please call Toll Free: 
844-482-8444
  

Our discounted room rates are:
Wyndham Tower: $139/night
Wyndham Disney View: $139/night
Wyndham Garden: $109/night

Our reduced resort fee: $28.00

Be sure to mention that you are attending 
SLS’s Minimally Invasive Surgery Week 2024 to 
receive our discounted room rates.

LEARN & RELAX
AT THE RESORT

Magic abounds at the Wyndham® Garden Lake Buena Vista Disney Springs® Resort Area, an 
official Walt Disney World® Hotel.  The hotel is located directly across the street from Disney 
Springs®, a world-class shopping, dining and entertainment district featuring more than 150 
venues.

Each of the resort’s 394 newly renovated, modern guest rooms are located in one of the hotel’s two 
5-story buildings.  All guest rooms feature exterior entrances, pillow top mattresses with luxurious 
linens, premium WI-FI, a 55-inch flat-screen HDTV, mini-refrigerator, and an in-room safe large 
enough to accommodate a laptop.

Guests of the resort can take advantage of the daily scheduled shuttle transportation provided to 
the four main Walt Disney World® Theme Parks.  Reservations are required.  Shuttle schedules and 
information are provided at check-in.

The hotel offers a variety of food and beverage options for your enjoyment.  Start your day off right 
and fuel up at our daily breakfast buffet in the LakeView Restaurant.  Joffrey’s Coffee shop located 
in the lobby is also open for breakfast daily and serves coffee, tea, an assortment of pastries and 
hot breakfast sandwiches.  The Oasis Restaurant, located poolside is open daily for lunch, dinner 
and refreshing beverages.  The Sundial Café, also located in the lobby offers an assortment of grab 
n go snacks and beverages.

Kids of all ages love the newly re-imagined Oasis Aquatic Pool Playground, an exciting focal point of 
this family-friendly resort featuring two pools, interactive water features, and a large hot tub. Adults 
can relax on the beautiful pool deck and soak up some of the Florida sunshine or relax with some 
great food and refreshing beverages from our poolside restaurant and bar.  Additional amenities 
include a business center, state of the art fitness center, sand volleyball court, basketball court and a 
game room.

Registration is Now Open

http://www.SLS.org/mis2024
https://sls.org/mis2023/
https://sls.org/mis2024/
http://www.SLS.org/mis2024
http://www.SLS.org/mis2024


20

Wyndham® Lake Buena Vista Disney Springs® Resort Area guests can book golf tee times 
up to 90 days in advance and receive 50% off rental equipment when they play on any of the 
3 Walt Disney World® Golf championship courses.  Make your hotel reservations today and 
then reserve your tee time by calling (407) WDW-GOLF or by visiting www.golfwdw.com.

Whether you’ve had a long hard day in meetings or spent hours at the theme parks, cap off 
another Magical day by participating in the Sunset 9 program.

Play during the Sunset 9 promotional hours for a quick nine holes before dusk, and enjoy a couple 
of drinks to unwind on us! Tee off after the access times as listed at Disney’s Lake Buena Vista, 
Disney’s Magnolia, Disney’s Palm, or Disney’s Oak Trail Golf Course, and pay as low as only 
$39.00 plus tax.

With pricing starting as low as ONLY $39 plus tax, you can enjoy 9 holes of golf, use of a golf cart 
(pull cart on Disney’s Oak Trail Golf Course), and two pre-round beverages (domestic beer or soft 
drink).

*Offer is valid 7 days a week, subject to availability. Call course for details. Restrictions may apply.

Wyndham® Lake Buena Vista Resort
Disney Springs® Resort Area

Lake Buena Vista, Florida, USA
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https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=09/22/2024&checkOutDate=09/29/2024&groupCode=092224MIN
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=09/22/2024&checkOutDate=09/29/2024&groupCode=092224MIN
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/lake-buena-vista-florida/wyndham-lake-buena-vista-resort-downtown-disney-resort-area/rooms-rates?&checkInDate=09/22/2024&checkOutDate=09/29/2024&groupCode=092224MIN
https://cvent.me/aLLm93
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From early in the morning to late in the evening, almost anytime 
is a great time to explore Disney Springs®, located immediately 
across the street from both Wyndham® hotels in the Lake 
Buena Vista complex. Within walking distance – across the 
pedestrian bridge, you simply cannot get any more ‘near’ to this 
entertainment destination! Discover 
more than 150 shops, restaurants 
and entertainment venues.

Vintage Amphicar Tours
Make a splash on a captain-
guided tour of Lake Buena 
Vista aboard a fully restored 
retro dream boat.

AdventHealth® Waterside Stage
Enjoy special events and live 
performances at this open-air venue 
along Lake Buena Vista each day 
and night.

The Edison
Travel back in time to the age of 
invention and revel in live, Gatsby-
inspired performances every single 
night.

Aerophile
Soar sky-high during an 8-minute 
tethered adventure in the world’s 
largest hand-painted 
helium balloon.

Never miss a beat with Disney Springs® up-to-date schedule of 
special events, ongoing activities and live entertainment. 
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RENEW  
YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 
TODAY!

•	 Support the mission of SLS to improve patient 
care and promote the highest standards of 
practice through education, training, and 
information

•	 All SLS dues and donations are tax deductible for 
US Taxpayers

•	 Receive registration discounts to attend MISWeek

•	 And much more!

“I have had the opportunity to become involved with 
the SLS. As a urologist I have found the meetings 
extremely informative learning from my colleagues 
not just in Urology but also from the fields of General 
Surgery and Gynecology. MISWeek is the best 
collaborative meeting I have attended. Not only is 
the learning portion of the meeting exceptional but 
the people I have met nationally and internationally 
are truly professional whom I consider great friends 
as well.” 
- Michael McDonald, MD

Join or Renew Today: 
SLS.org/membership
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http://sls.org/membership/
https://www.membership.sls.org/page/MembershipHome
https://www.membership.sls.org/page/MembershipHome
https://membership.sls.org/page/MembershipHome
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•	 Access to huge savings and exclusive discounts
•	 Special membership rates for Students, Residents, Fellows, 

Nurses, Technicians, & Affiliated Medical Personnel
•	 Special offers, preferred seating, tickets to top attractions, 

theme parks, sporting events, hotels and much more!

•	 Subscription to JSLS, Journal of the Society of Laparoscopic 
& Robotic Surgeons

•	 Subscription to CRSLS, Case Reports Journal of the Society 
of Laparoscopic & Robotic Surgeons

•	 Receive JSLS Anywhere, a quarterly update on JSLS articles
•	 Open access Proceedings, Textbooks, and Websites

•	 Unique multispecialty & multidisciplinary content
•	 Access SLS Scholarly Search & Open Access Titles & Videos
•	 Network with a range of international affiliates & 

opportunities to exchange ideas, techniques & technologies
•	 Join the conversation on our blog & social media outlets
•	 Network with professionals from around the world
•	 Engage a multidisciplinary body of knowledge and 

professional development resources
•	 A wide range of programming to receive CE Credits

•	 Participate and engage in Special Interest Group (SIG’s)
•	 Participate in our online DocMatter community
•	 Have your successes featured in “Members in the News”

•	 Exclusive enrollment in SLS’ “Find a Specialist” Patient 
Referral Map and Online Database

•	 Exclusive access to online member portal where you 
can connect with members worldwide

Increase the Reach of Your Practice

Dialogue With a Global Community

Unlock the World of MIS

Publications to keep you at the Forefront of MIS

Member Deals and Discounts
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