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The Society of Laparoscopic & Robotic Surgeons (SLS), in accordance with the Criteria and Standards 

for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education of the Accreditation Council for 

Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), has implemented a process where all individuals in a 

position to control the content of a CE educational activity have disclosed to SLS all relevant financial 

relationships with any ineligible company that they have had over the past 24 months. There is no 

minimum financial threshold; disclosure must be made regardless of whether the person views the 

financial relationships as relevant to the education. The ACCME defines an ineligible company as 

any entity whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing 

healthcare products used by or on patients. SLS has implemented a mechanism to identify, mitigate 

and disclose relevant financial relationships prior to the education activity being delivered to 

learners. 

  

As an accredited CE provider, decisions in the planning process of this conference were made free 

of the control of ineligible companies. Disclosures have been received and reviewed and include all 

persons in control of content including, but not limited to, Planners, Reviewers, Presenters, and 

Moderators. In accordance with the SLS’s Mitigation Policy, all disclosures pertaining to this CE 

Activity have been mitigated. Additionally, disclosure at the time of participation must be made if 

discussion includes the use of products for which they are not labeled (i.e. off label use). 
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