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A Message
		  from the President

John E. Morrison, Jr., MD

2020: Hurricanes, west coast fires, worldwide pandemic, social, economic 
unrest, whew, what a year and what a time to be in medicine.

Each one of us has been affected one way or another by these events, 
either directly or indirectly.

This past year has also given us time for reflection on what is important 
in life. For me, faith, family and friends and the calling to the medical 
profession became clear.

With all of the challenges, we still have our patients to care for and our 
desire to advance our field. It is incumbent on us to stay focused on our 
mission and purpose.

Adversity is a stimulus for creativity and progress in ways that we were not 
aware of before. This is our opportunity to make things better.

The SLS has a long history of creativity, just by the very nature of its 
existence.  The unique strength of the organization is the multidisciplinary 
nature that fosters a cross pollination of ideas from differing viewpoints 
with a mission to advance minimally invasive surgery and educate.

Our virtual meeting this year demonstrated our ability to adapt to a new normal, get the information out 
and showcase the great work that our members are doing. 

By using new creative ways to deliver our members work, we found that we could reach a larger audience 
and as a result, I am certain that some of the new ways of communicating will be incorporated into our 
plans for education in the future.

We have also taken on the expansion of the organization to include more in the field of robotics. This is 
becoming a larger part of the training and practice of General Surgery, Gynecology and Urology and is 
reflected in our mission and name change to the Society of Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgeons.

We want to be in the lead with advancements and developments that are happening in surgery and 
spread that knowledge. For those of you that are not aware, our journal, JSLS currently experiences over 
1 million full text downloads a year. What an absolutely amazing accomplishment. I encourage all of you 
to use this vehicle for getting your ideas and work out to the world.

The organization will come out of this challenge, stronger more flexible and ready to secure our mission to 
advance surgical education past 2020. 

My home town of New Orleans faced similar challenges and uncertainty after hurricane Katrina but has 
emerged from that challenge better and stronger, and that experience convinces me that the same will 
happen with SLS.

I am humbled and honored again to have the opportunity to lead the organization this coming year and 
will do my best to help guide it into the next 30 years of surgical education.
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Article
		  Spotlight

To read more of this article, please click here.

Many bariatric surgeons will test the anastomosis and 
staple lines with some sort of provocative test. This 
can take the form of an air leak test with an orogastric 
tube, with methylene blue dye, or with endoscopy. The 
intraoperative leak test is commonly performed, but its 
usefulness has been called into question as leaks have 
become very rare events in metabolic and bariatric 
surgery (MBS). Sleeve gastrectomies (SG) are even more 
unlikely than laparoscopic Roux-en-Y gastric bypass 
(RYGB) to have a leak intraoperatively. In a review of more 
than 300 patients who underwent SG with intraoperative 
endoscopy, only a single leak was reported. But 

Abstract 

Background: 
Many bariatric surgeons test the anastomosis and staple lines with some sort of provocative test. This can take 
the form of an air leak test with a nasogastric tube with methylene blue dye or with an endoscopy. The State 
Department of Health Statistics in Texas tracks outcomes using the Texas Public Use Data File (PUDF).

Methods: 
We queried the Texas Inpatient and Outpatient PUDFs for 2013 to 2017 to examine the number of bariatric 
surgeries with endoscopy performed at the same time. We used the International Classification of Diseases Clinical 
Modification Version 9 (ICD-9-CM) and ICD-10 procedure codes and Current Procedural Terminology for Sleeve 
Gastrectomy (SG) and laparoscopic Roux-en-Y gastric bypass (LRYGB) and endoscopy, and the ICD-9-CM and 
ICD-10 diagnosis codes for morbid obesity.

Results: 
There were 74,075 SG reported in the Texas Inpatient and Outpatient PUDF for the years 2013–2017. Of the SG 
performed, 5,521 (7.4%) had an intraoperative endoscopy. For the 19,192 LRYGB reported, 1640 (8.6%) underwent 
LRYGB + endoscopy. This was broken down by SG only vs SG + endoscopy and LRYGB only vs LRYGB + 
endoscopy. Overall, SG + endoscopy had a significantly shorter length of stay (LOS) vs LRYGB + endoscopy at 1.74 
d vs 2.34 d (P < .001) and a significantly less cost of $71,685 vs $91,093 (P < .001).

Conclusions: 
A small percentage of SG and LRYGB patients underwent endoscopy for provocative testing over the study period. 
Provocative testing with endoscopy costs more for SG and LRYGB and was associated with a shorter LOS.

Keywords: Bariatric surgery, Intraoperative endoscopy, Leak test, Roux-en-Y gastric bypass, Sleeve gastrectomy

Endoscopy Used as Provocative Testing in 
Bariatric Surgery: An Analysis of the Texas 
Public Use Data File
Benjamin Clapp, MD, FACS, Evan Liggett, MD, Cheng Ma, BS, Christian Castro, BS, Simon 
Montelongo, DO, Kelsey Van Noy, BS, Joshua Dilday, DO, and Alan Tyroch, MD, FACS

JSLS (2020) 24(3):00048

Review Article

proponents of intraoperative endoscopy point to its 
effectiveness in detecting leaks intraoperatively, which 
can be immediately addressed. The State Department of 
Health Statistics in Texas tracks outcomes using the Texas 
Public Use Data File (PUDF). We used the Inpatient PUDF 
(IPUDF) and Outpatient PUDF (OPUDF) to determine 
the incidence of endoscopy as a provocative test at the 
time of MBS. The primary outcome of interest was the 
number of bariatric cases with intraoperative endoscopy. 
Secondary outcomes of interest included length of stay, 
inpatient versus outpatient status, cost, demographics, 
discharge status, and ancillary diagnoses.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7134544/


Location: Royal Columbian and Eagle Ridge Hospitals, Greater Vancouver Area, BC, Canada
Program Director: Jiri (George) Melich, MD, FRSC(C)
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The Division of General Surgery at Royal Columbian and Eagle 
Ridge Hospitals is offering a 1-year SLS Fellowship in Advanced 
Minimally Invasive and Endoscopic Techniques in General and 
Colorectal Surgery under the leadership of Dr. Jiri (George) Melich 
and Dr. Elena Vikis.

This fellowship was initially established in 2016. This fellowship 
consists of one year postgraduate training in many aspects of 
General Surgery with a focus on minimally invasive surgical and 
endoscopic Colorectal Surgery. The fellowship features most 
standard general surgery laparoscopic techniques, as well as 
Transanal Minimally Invasive Surgery (TAMIS), including Transanal 
Total Mesorectal Excision (TaTME).

There is a structured didactic learning plan. The fellow is also 
expected to be involved in research and scientific writing with 
the goal to present at the MIS Week/SLS Annual Meeting. 
Ongoing clinical research most commonly involves collecting and 
analyzing data from various databases, but any relevant research 
or educational activity will be supported.

Basic Program Information 
Interaction with Residents: Yes 
Is there a General Surgery Residency at the Primary  
Institution?: Yes 
Is there a General Surgery Residency at the Secondary 
Institution?: Yes 
Is there a curriculum in place for fellowship?: Yes 
Are there teaching conferences available for the fellow?: Yes 
Is there an evaluation tool for fellow by faculty in place?: Yes 
Is there an evaluation tool for faculty by fellow in place?: Yes

Royal Columbian Hospital (RCH) is British Columbia’s first and 
leading critical care hospital, performing the highest proportion 
of emergency surgeries in the province. It is a clinical site for the 
University of British Columbia (UBC) School of Medicine General 
Surgery Residency Program and serves as the main site for this 
fellowship program.

SLS FELLOWSHIP IN ADVANCED MINIMALLY INVASIVE AND ENDOSCOPIC 
TECHNIQUES IN GENERAL AND COLORECTAL SURGERY

Click to apply to this or any of our  
SLS Fellowships

OTHER AVAILABLE SLS 
FELLOWSHIPS

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive & Robotic 
Surgery in Gynecology & Reproductive Surgery

Director: Camran Nezhat, MD - Palo Alto, CA

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive & Robotic 
Surgery in Gynecologic Benign & Malignant 
Pathologies

Director: Farr Nezhat, MD - New York, NY

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive & Robotic 
Surgery in Gynecology and Reproductive 
Surgery

Director: Ceana Nezhat, MD - Atlanta, GA

Florida Surgical Specialists Enhanced General 
Surgery Fellowship: Advanced Laparoscopic 
and Robotic Foregut, Hernia and Colorectal 
Fellowship

Director: Paul Toomey, MD & Riva Das, MD - Bradenton, 
FL

The Marchand Institute for Minimally Invasive 
Surgery and Steward Health Mountain Vista 
Medical Center Affiliated Fellowship Program 
in Minimally Invasive and Robotic Gynecologic 
Surgery

Director: Anthony Galitsky, MD & Ali Azadi, MD - Mesa, AZ

Dignity Health Fellowship in Endometriosis, 
Menstrual Disorders and Adavanced Minimally 
Invasive Robotic Surgery

Director: Mona E. Orady, MD - San Francisco, CA

Minimally Invasive Gynecologic Surgery 
Fellowship (FMIGS) of South Florida

Director: Emery Salom, MD - Miramar, FL

Carlos Pellegrini and Brant Oelschlager Surgical 
Simulation Fellowship

Director: Robert Sweet, MD - Seattle, WA

Application Process Opens:  
August 1st of year prior to start of fellowship

Application Process Closes:  
February 28th

Fellowship Start Date:  
July 1st

https://sls.org/sls-fellowship-programs/
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Michael White graduated from Vassar College with Honors in Chemistry. He continued his studies at Long Island University Arnold 
and Marie College of Pharmacy obtaining his PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences with the goal of working at a pharmaceutical 
company. There he worked in pharmacokinetics collaborating with Genzyme Oncology (now Sanofi-Genzyme) and Parion Scientific. 
His dissertation studies augmented clinical work on what is now Rigosertib, used for Myelodysplatic Syndrome, with Onconova 
Therapeutics now in Phase II trials. During this time, several manuscripts and presentations were completed. Near the completion 
of his PhD, there was a death in his family that made him apply to medical school. Michael graduated with High Honors from Ross 
University School of Medicine. He then completed his preliminary year of OBGYN Residency at New York 
Medical College and completed then the last 3 years of his residency at South Nassau Communities 
Hospital. There he helped grow the program as the only resident in his class starting as a PGY2, and  
was actively involved in hospital administrative committees including the Oversight Committee,  
Graduate Medical Education, and Physician Engagement among other committees and awards  
and research projects. 

Currently, he has had the privilege to work with Dr. Farr Nezhat in his fellowship in Minimally Invasive 
Gynecologic Surgery learning inside and outside of the operating room. He has gained a wealth of 
experience in surgical techniques, endometriosis, and office based practice and plans to use these skills 
in his new position as a Junior Faculty Attending at New York Medical College, Metropolitan Hospital in 
the Gynecology department.

He would also like to thank all of the residents, attendings, Dr. Vintileos, Dr. Mesbah, Dr. Nezhat and  
staff, and all hospital staff that have welcomed him from day 1 and helped in the OR or on the Labor 
floor. This is a truly fantastic group of individuals and appreciates all of their unwavering strength 
and hard work during this most recentunprecedented time. 

I am a trauma and reconstructive urologist and active duty Army Officer. Simulation has long been embraced by the Department of 
Defense and the U.S. Army as a means to train soldiers and medics in the care of our wound warriors. This fellowship has prepared 
me for an academic and military career because at its core, it is a fellowship in education and teaching. It has exposed me to every 
aspect of simulation training, from concept to design to end-user implementation and feedback. During my time in fellowship, I am 

also pursuing a certificate course in Healthcare Simulation through the Naval Postgraduate School.

I plan to use my fellowship training to help train urology residents with simulation curricula. I also plan to use 
my training to help train and educate other specialties and Army medics by working at both the Madigan 
Army Medical Center’s simulation center and at the Joint Base Lewis McChord’s Medical Simulation 
Training Center (MSTC). 

My goals for this year include:

- Creation of joint curriculum for orthopedic and urologic injuries seen in pelvic fracture patients

- Creation of renal trauma renorrhaphy curriculum using a porcine model

- Assisting in the development of the Department of Defense Laparotomy project

- Assisting in the validation of a urethral catheter force measuring device

Michael P. White, MD
Fellow at: 

Fellowship in Minimally Invasive & Robotic Surgery in Gynecologic Benign & Malignant Pathologies 
Director: Farr Nezhat, MD - New York, NY

John Wingate, MD
Fellow at: 
Carlos Pellegrini and Brant Oelschlager Surgical Simulation Fellowship 
Director: Robert Sweet, MD - Seattle, WA

Meet the Graduated Fellows
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A RECAP
Like so many other conferences this fall, MIS 
Week 2020, planned for sunny Hawaii, was 
upended by the rise of the global health crisis, 
COVID-19. SLS worked tirelessly to re-imagine 
and redefine the virtual conference experience 
to continue our educational mission of providing 
an open forum for surgeons and other health 
professionals interested in minimally invasive and 
robotic surgery techniques and technologies. 

Over the course of 4 weeks, over 950 attendees 
from over 28 different countries tuned in to 
experience Virtual SLS MIS 2020. Professionals, 
pioneers, and researchers gathered for a rare 
moment of community in the age of the digitally 

distanced. Education and research were at 
the core of the online experience with Virtual 
SLS MIS 2020 offering a total of 24 hours 
of programming, covering general surgery, 
gynecology, multispecialty presentations, and 
panel discussions. Additionally, over 70 residents, 
fellows, and medical students participated and 
presented their work to an international audience 
- a testament to SLS’s dedication to foster and 
encourage involvement and advancement in MIS.

If you attended, we hope you enjoyed this 
successful conference! But if you weren’t there 
to connect with all of us – here is a quick recap.
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DAY 1 Opening Ceremony and Award Ceremony
Executive Director, Raymond J. Lanzafame, 
MD, MBA welcomed SLS Ambassador, Maurice 
K. Chung, MD, RPh and 2020 SLS President 
Jessica Ybanez-Morano, MD, MPH in kicking 
off the opening ceremony.  Chairman Emeritus, 
Paul Wetter, MD joined us in celebrating 30 Years 
of SLS, recounting the spark of an idea that 
built 30 years of advancements, education, and 
memories in the field of minimally invasive and 
robotic surgery. After a brief thank you to our over 
20+ affiliated societies, Dr. Chung shared with us 
the life story and accomplishments of Dr. Ybanez-

Morano before inviting her to give her President’s 
Address and her final farewell as our 2020 SLS 
President. 

While unable to recognize them face to face, we 
celebrated the excellence of our SLS Members 
as we awarded our Outstanding Awards and 
congratulated our graduating fellows. 

It was an exciting introduction to Virtual SLS MIS 
2020 and the discoveries and knowledge we 
would gain over the next 3 weeks.

DAY 2 General Surgery Presentations
This session was moderated by Michael S. Kavic, MD, John E. Morrison, Jr., MD, and Sharona B. 
Ross, MD.

Abdulaziz AlGhurair, MBChB 
Correlation Between Staging with Preoperative 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and 
Transanal  Minimal Invasive Surgery (TAMIS) 
Specimen Pathology

Roberto Gallardo, MD 
Mini Laparoscopic Surgery in COVID 19 Times

Ace J. St John, MD 
The Rise of Minimally Invasive Surgery: 16 Year 
Analysis of the Progressive Replacement of Open 
Surgery with Laparoscopy

Alexander Rosemurgy, MD 
Pancreaticoduodenectomy: Which Metric(s) 
Supports Application of the Robotic Platform?

Victoria Ann Hall, MD 
Does This Sleeve Equal That Sleeve? Failures 
and Reflections

Raquel N. Laurentino Lima, MD 
Which Cholecystectomy Do Residents and 
Surgeons Prefer?

Natalie King, BS 
Laparoendoscopic Single-Site (LESS) 
Cholecystectomy - An Experience of 233 Cases 
with Learning Curve Analysis

Hugo J.R. Bonatti, MD 
Combined Laparoscopic Fundoplication and 
Sigmoid Colectomy in a Patient With a Large 
Paraesophageal Hernia and Recurrent Sigmoid 
Diverticulitis

Jennifer Misenhimer, MD 
Family History of GERD Does Not Predict Anti-
Reflux Surgery Outcomes or the Need for Redo 
Surgery

Massimo Arcerito, MD 
Minimally Invasive Surgical Treatment of 
Esophageal Achalasia: The Natural Evolution of 
Robotic Heller Myotomy and Dor Fundoplication

Paul McClelland, MD 
Reduction of Serum CRP Levels in Morbidly 
Obese Patients Undergoing Laparoscopic Roux-
en-Y Gastric Bypass: A 10-Year Follow-Up

Jonathan Nakata, MD 
Laparoscopic Giant Type IV Paraesophageal 
Hernia Repair with Gastropexy
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Stephan Gruessner, MD, MBA 
Robotic Single Port (SP) TAPP Inguinal Hernia 
Repair: Demonstration of Approach

Indraneil Mukherjee, MD 
Laparoscopic Repair of Giant Hiatal Hernia With 
Mesh Reinforcement, Fundoplication and  GJ 
Tube Placement

Michael P. O’Leary, MD 
Robotic Extended Right Hepatectomy, Hepatic 
Hilum and Portal Lymphadenectomy for 
Metastatic Rectal Cancer

Shuichiro Matoba, MD PhD 
Laparoscopic Resection for Locally Recurrent 
Rectal Cancer

Yevhen Pavelko, MD 
Technical Details of Robotic Single Port (SP) 
Cholecystectomy

Brian C. Temple, DO 
Laparoscopic Splenectomy for Blunt Abdominal 
Trauma in Difficult Patient Population

Lisa Shimotake, MD 
Laparoscopic Janeway Gastrostomy After 
Dislodgement of Percutaneous Gastrostomy

DAY 3 Gynecology Presentations
This session was moderated by Maurice K. Chung, RPh, MD, Ja Hyun Shin, MD, and Jessica 
Ybanez-Morano, MD, MPH.

Hongxin Pan, Prof Dr Med 
Successful Uterovaginal Anastomosis in 42 
Patients With Congenial Cervical and Vaginal 
Atresia

Martina Gabra, MD 
Laparoscopic Uterosacral Ligament Suspension 
Compared to Sacrospinous Ligament Fixation: 
Complications and Recurrence Rate

Hongxin Pan, Prof Dr Med 
Luohu Vaginoplasty in MRKH Syndrome: 10 
Years’ Experience in 885 Patients

Liane Rogério, MD 
A Post-Endometrial Ablation Syndrome 
Treatment: “Sequential Pelvic Desensitization”

Slavcho Tomov, Prof Dr Med 
Perioperative and Survival Outcomes of Patients 
With Endometrial Cancer Operated by Three 
Surgical Approaches: Robotic, Laparoscopic and 
Open

Jordanna Moura, MD 
Complications Related to the Treatment of 
Endometriosis by Conventional and Robotic 
Assisted Videolaparoscopy

Read it in the Abstract Supplement in JSLS! 

Coming Soon to JSLS Volume 24 Supplement 1.
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Emma Brown, BA 
Fluoroscopically Guided Hysteroscopic Tubal 
Cannulation: A Novel Procedure for Unilateral 
or Bilateral Proximal Tubal Obstruction Promptly 
Resolves Tubal Infertility

Victoria Hastings, DO, MPH 
Feasibility of Laparoscopic Salpingectomy for 
Sterilization

Michael Breen, MD 
Minimally Invasive Management of a Heterotopic 
Cornual Pregnancy with Twin Intrauterine 
Gestation with Subsequent Gestational 
Trophoblastic Neoplasia 

Natalya Danilyants, MD 
Safety of Laparoscopic-Assisted Myomectomy 
in Morbidly Obese Patients at a Freestanding 
Ambulatory Surgery Center

Polina Medvedeva, MD 
Factors Predicting In-Office Hysteroscopy 
Success: A Case Series

Dipak Delvadia, DO, MPH 
Train the Trainer: Ghanaian Laparoscopic Training 
Project

Alysha Nensi, MD 
Utilizing OR Black Box Technology to Identify and 
Characterize Intraoperative Delays, Distractions 
and Threats in the Gynecology Operating Room: 
A Pilot Study

Jeffrey Woo, MD 
Innovative Teaching of Millennial Generation 
Gynecological Trainees: The Utilization of Social 
Media and Multimedia For Impactful Interactive 
Education of Gynecological Surgery

Yasuhiko Shiki, MD 
Measures to Prevent Tumor Spillage in 
Laparoscopic Surgery and Outcome of 
Total Laparoscopic and Abdominal Radical 
Hysterectomy for FIGO 1B1-2 Cervical Cancer

Meredith L. McKinney, MD 
Use of an Orange and Chicken Breast in 
Simulation Training of the Excite Model: A Video 
Demonstration

Megan Kennedy Burns, MD 
Anatomy of a Total Laparoscopic Hysterectomy: 
A Surgical Tutorial for Students and Residents 

Lindsey Michel, MD 
Use of Transcervical Radiofrequency Ablation for 
Treatment of Uterine Fibroids Ting-Tai Yen, MD  
Resection of Retroperitoneal Myoma Presenting 
as an Adnexal Mass

Humara Edell, MD 
Step-by-Step Guide to the Surgical Management 
of Recurrent Interstitial Ectopic Pregnancy

DAY 4 Poster Presentations
This session was moderated by William E. Kelley, Jr., MD, Mona Orady, MD, and Radha Syed, MD.

Hongxin Pan, Prof Dr Med 
Isthmo-Neovagina Anastomosis After Luohu 
Vaginoplasty in MRKH Syndrome Patients With 
Functional Rudimentary Cavities

Veronica Winget, MD, MS 
Resident Impact on Laparoscopic 
Sacrocolpopexy Outcomes

Colleen Murphy, MD 
Diagnostic Dilemma: Synovial Sarcoma Masked 
as Common Gynecological Pathologies

Sophia Hopeful, BS / Stacy Ruther, BS 
Efficacy of a More Minimally Invasive Approach 
to the Papanicolaou Smear



9sls.org

Jin Yong Jeong, MD, PhD 
Recent Experience of Endoscopic Sympathetic 
Block for Prediction of Compensatory 
Hyperhidrosis in Primary Hyperhidrosis

Victoria Hall, MD, DipGrad, BSc(Hons) 
Importance of Intra-Operative and Post-
Operative Testing to Exclude Leak After Bariatric 
Surgery

Ravi Munver, MD 
The Impact of Surgical Trainee Involvement 
in Laparoscopic Donor Nephrectomy on 
Perioperative Outcomes and Complications

Shawn Liechty, MD 
Bronchobiliary Fistula Secondary to Chronic 
Pancreatitis Induced Biliary Obstruction

Renata Machado Radesca, MD 
Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy in a Patient with 
Situs Inversus Totalis After Videolaparoscopic 
Sleeve - Case Report 

Vivek Kaje, MBBS, MS, DNB, SGE 
A Rare Case of Laparoscopic Repair of 
Complicated Umbilical Hernia With Liver 
Cirrhosis

Marycarmen Mendoza, MD 
Intestinal Atresia, Usual Cause of Neonatal 
Intestinal Obstruction

Samantha Benlolo, MD 
Laparoscopy in the Pregnant Patient

Kavya S. Chavali, MD 
Video-Laparoscopy for Niche Repair

Victoria Hastings, DO, MPH 
Robotic Assisted Laparoscopic Resection of 
Uterine Isthmocele

Eva Hoffman, MD 
Robotic Assisted Resection of Cesarean Scar 
Defect

Jennifer W.H. Wong, MD 
Single Port Trachelectomy

Greg Marchand, MD 
Two Port Laparoscopic Removal of Large 
Mucinous Cystadenoma

DAY 5 Multispecialty Presentations
This session was moderated by Ian Hodgdon, MD, Phillip P. Shadduck, MD, and Paul Toomey, MD.

Petr Stadler, Prof Dr Med, PhD 
Robotic Vascular Surgery – 470 Cases

Mariana Conforto, MD 
A New Algorithm for Treating Chronic Pelvic Pain 
Patients: A Sequential Pelvic Desensitization That 
May Avoid Unnecessary Invasive Surgeries

Navdeep Singh Dhoat, Prof Dr Med 
A Critical Analysis of Surgically Correctable 
Birth Defects in IVF Induced Pregnancies as 
Compared to Normal Pregnancies

Gabrielle Yee, MD, MS 
Drone Flight Proficiency and its Correlation with 
Laparoscopic Surgical Skills Acquisition

Jessica Carlson, MD 
Clear Laparoscopic Visualization: Initial 
Experience With 5mm Laparoscope Cleaning 
Device in a Human Patient

Konstantinos Georgiou, MD, MSc, PhD 
Novice Surgeon’s Noninvasive Stress Estimation 
During Training in a High-End Simulator

Tushar Subhadarshan Mishra, MS 
Comparison of Tack Fixation with Self-Fixating 
Mesh in Totally Extra Peritoneal Inguinal 
Hernioplasty: An Interim Analysis of a Double 
Blind Randomized Clinical Trial
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Shawn Liechty, MD 
Gallstone Abscess, Defining a Clinical Syndrome

Michael Stark, Prof Dr Med 
NESA’s New VIEZION Project: The Future of Post 
Operative Oncology

Michael Breen, MD 
Upper Extremity Injury Impact on Robotic 
Surgical Practice and Global Implications in 
Temporary and Long Term Upper Extremity 
Deficiencies and Disability in Robotic 
Gynecologic Surgeons

Yasuhiko Shiki, MD 
Breakdown of Loop Electrode of Bipolar 
Resectoscope Due to Unexpected Contact 
With Return-Electrode in Fibroid Resection: 
Inherent Risk in Construction Design of Bipolar 
Resectoscope and Conformed Technical 
Procedure

Kelly N. Ware, BS 
Minimally Invasive Search for a Missing Vibrator

Meenal Misal, MD 
Endoscopic Repair of Common Iliac Venotomy

Kelly M. Herremans, MD 
Laparoscopic LINX Removal

Lisa Y. Shimotake, MD 
Laparoscopic Management of Closed-Loop 
Bowel Obstruction by Broad Ligament Hernia

Miles Dale, MD 
Laparoscopic Ligation of Middle Sacral and 
Inferior Mesenteric Arteries for Persistent Type 2 
Endoleak

DAY 6 Multispecialty Presentations

Aileen Caceres, MD MPH 
Postoperative Narcotic Use in Robotic vs. 
Traditional Laparoscopic Hysterectomy

Camran Nezhat, MD 
Benign Paroxysmal Positional Vertigo Following 
Steep Trendelenburg Position for Gynecologic 
Surgery

Faraj Touchan, MD 
Case Report: Ureteral Transection Despite 
Complete Ureterolysis in Endometriosis 
Resection in Patient with Double Ureter

Alexander Ostapenko, MD 
Real World Ultrasound Reliability of Diagnosing 
Gallbladder Polyps at a Community Hospital: A 
Five-Year Review

Islam Abdelmoneim, MD 
Methylene Blue Injection in Gall Bladder: A New 
Technique Used to Prevent Bile Duct Injury 
During Difficult Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy 

Hugo Bonatti, MD 
Minimizing the Surgical Trauma: Using only 
two 5mm Trocars for Common Laparoscopic 
Procedures

JungHak Kwak, MD 
Partial Adrenalectomy in Bilateral 
Pheochromocytoma: Experience of Single 
Institution

Ravi Munver, MD 
Laparoscopic Donor Nephrectomy in Patients 
with a Circumaortic Left Renal Vein: Feasibility 
and Outcomes

This session was moderated by Michael McDonald, MD, Juan L. Salgado, MD, and Richard M. 
Satava, MD.
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Ravi Munver, MD 
Prevalence of Physician Burnout in Urology: 
Disparity between Peer Reviewed Articles and 
Non-Peer Reviewed Sources 

Tariro Mupombwa, MD 
Immature Teratoma Diagnosis in Pregnancy After 
Laparoscopic Ovarian Cystectomy

Kavya S. Chavali, MD 
Surgical Management of Ovarian Remnant 
Causing Hydroureter

Rohan Hattiangadi, MD 
Laparoscopic Management of an Interstitial 
Ectopic Pregnancy

Joseph J. Lopez, MD 
Successful Laparoscopic Resection of a Foregut 
Duplication Cyst in a Young Female

Rebekah M. Summey, MD 
Uterine Didelphys with Resection of a 
Vesicocolonic Ligament and Deep Infiltrating 
Endometriosis

Jason Fraser, MD 
Thoracoscopic Repair of a Recurrent Left 
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia after Initial 
Open Repair

DAY 7 State of the Art in Robotics

Ravi Munver, MD 
Advances in Imaging, Implants, and Incisions

Jay A. Redan, MD 
Video Review of Robotic Surgical Cases and its 
Application for Quality Assurance and Possible 
Credentialing in Robotic Surgery

Michael McDonald, MD 
Virtual Reality Imaging and its Use in Robotic 
Surgery Pre-Procedural Planning

Mona Orady, MD 
Innovation in Robotic Gynecological Surgery

Earn CME Credits from anywhere in the world. 
Coming Soon.

Desislava Kiprova, MD 
Comparative Analysis of Robot-assisted and 
Abdominal Radical Hysterectomy for Patients 
with Cervical Cancer – 10-years Experience

Sonam Kapadia, MD 
The Integration of Robotic Surgery into Minimally 
Invasive Fellowship: A National Survey of 
Program Directors

Nicole Shockcor, MD 
Ten Year Trends in MIS Fellowship

This session was moderated by Sharona Ross, MD, Konstantino M. Konstantinidis, MD, PhD, and 
Mona Orady, MD.



12 sls.org

DAY 8 Closing Ceremony
In closing, we re-watched the Best of Award Presentations and celebrated their contributions to 
the field of SLS. As outgoing President Jessica Ybanez-Morano, MD, MPH passed the presidential 
gavel to incoming president John E. Morrison, Jr., MD, we watched a wonderful message from Dr. 
Morrison on the upcoming year.

We announced the results of the Board of Trustee elections and the approval of the proposed 
amendments to the bylaws. You may view the results and the composition of the new board on page 
18.

We would like to thank all our attendees, presenters, moderators and our sponsors as they made the 
event informative and special during these tough times. Their continued commitment and passion 
for the field of minimally invasive surgery and robotics is what inspires and motivates the members 
of SLS every day. 

Harley Moit, DO 
Total Robotic Biliopancreatic Diversion with 
Duodenal Switch (RBPDDS) Outcomes

Francesco Bianco, MD 
Robotic Single Port (SP) Cholecystectomy- Initial 
Experience

Alexander Rosemurgy, MD 
A Single Institution’s Experience with Robotic 
Fundoplication in High-Risk Patients

Francesco Bianco, MD 
Robotic Single Port (SP) TAPP Inguinal Hernia 
Repair, a Preliminary Report of a Novel Approach

Ali Ahmed, PA 
Robotic Inguinal Hernia Repair - An Experience 
of 233 Cases with Learning Curve Analysis 

Anastasia Jermihov, BS 
Lower Prealbumin is Associated with Worse 
Outcomes Following Robotic-Assisted 
Pulmonary Lobectomy

Ravi Munver, MD 
An Algorithmic Approach to Using an Amniotic 
Membrane and Umbilical Cord Regenerative 
Matrix for Erectile Function Recovery Following 
Nerve-Sparing Robot-Assisted Radical 
Prostatectomy

Feven Getaneh, MD  
Technique for Retrograde Robotic Hysterectomy 
for Management of Dense Bladder Adhesions

Jeffrey J. Woo, MD 
Keeping An Eye On The Enemy: Laparoscopic & 
Robotic Retroperitoneal Entry and Ureterolysis

Kevin Choong, MD 
Robotic Assisted Partial Hepatectomy and Partial 
Nephrectomy for Soft Tissue Sarcoma

Michael O’Leary, MD 
Robotic Caudate Lobe Resection for 
Oligometastatic Hepatic Colorectal Cancer
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

VIRTUAL 
SLS MIS
2021

THE FUTURE OF MIS

SEPTEMBER
22 - 23 | 29 - 30

OCTOBER
6 - 7 | 13 - 14 | 20 - 21

SEE YOU THERE!
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BEST OF AWARD WINNERS

The Medical Educator Consortium Award for Best Scientific Paper
Abdulaziz AlGhurair, MBChB 
Correlation Between Staging With Preoperative Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and Transanal Minimal 
Invasive Surgery (TAMIS) Specimen Pathology

Michael S. Kavic Award for Best Scientific Paper by a Resident
Martina Gabra, MD 
Laparoscopic Uterosacral Ligament Suspension Compared to Sacrospinous Ligament Fixation: 
Complications and Recurrence Rate

Carl J. Levinson Award for Best Video
Yasuhiko Shiki, MD 
Measures to Prevent Tumor Spillage in Laparoscopic Surgery and Outcome of Total Laparoscopic and 
Abdominal Radical Hysterectomy for FIGO 1B1-2 Cervical Cancer

Harrith M. Hasson Award for Best Presentation Promoting Education 
or Training
Meredith L. McKinney, MD 
Use of an Orange and Chicken Breast in Simulation Training of the Excite Model: A Video Demonstration

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster
Hongxin Pan, Prof Dr Med 
Isthmo-Neovagina Anastomosis After Luohu Vaginoplasty in MRKH Syndrome Patients With Functional 
Rudimentary Cavities

Gustavo Stringel Award for Best Poster by a Resident
Veronica Winget, MD, MS 
Resident Impact on Laparoscopic Sacrocolpopexy Outcomes

Paul Alan Wetter Award for Best Multispecialty Scientific Paper
Petr Stadler, Prof Dr Med, PhD 
Robotic Vascular Surgery – 470 Cases



GENERAL SURGERY
Mohammad Alzghari, MD
Zachary J. Brown, DO
David Fan, DO
Katherine T. Fay, MD
Sarang Kashyap, MD
Sung G Lee, MD
Kristin McCoy, MD
Amanda C. Purdy, MD
Michael K. Rao, MD
Steven Tamesis, MD
Jonah White, MD

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY
Caitlin Marie Robison, M.B., B.S.
Jenny Akpe, MD
Brennan N. Anderson, DO
Dani Ashak, MD
Nadia Aurora, MD
Anne E. Baker-Bealer, DO
Morgan Bankston, MD
Samhita Bhat, MD
Rebecka Bogue Docken, MD
Bradley B Bosse, MD
Brent W. Bowman, MD
Florence Kathryn Brown, MD
Shaina F. Bruce, MD
Angelina Malamo Carey-Love, MD
Louise Carroll, MD
Logan Corey, MD
Stephanie Cousins, MD
Valerie Curro, DO
Benjamin Davis, DO
Trace Deighan, MD
Heather N. Deisher, MD
Charissa DiNobile, MD
Jessica DiSilvestro, MD
Kelsi Drummond, MD
Ariel J. Dunn, MD
Timothy Dunn, MD

Brookdale Hospital Medical Center, Brooklyn, NY
Rutgers RWJMS, New Brunswick, NJ
Flushing Hospital Medical Center, Flushing, NY
Emory University Hospital Dept. of Surgery, Atlanta, GA
Easton Hospital, Easton, PA
University of Tennessee Graduate School of Medicine, Knoxville, TN
Stamford Hospital, Stamford, CT
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Torrance, CA
University of Hawaii Surgical Residency Program, Honolulu, HI
UPMC Mercy, Pittsburgh, PA
AdventHealth Orlando, Orlando, FL

Creighton University School of Medicine (Phoenix) Program, Phoenix, AZ
Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, Jamaica, NY
Aultman Hosptial/NEOMED, Canton, OH
Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, New Brunswick, NJ
AMITA Saint Francis Hospital, Evanston, IL
University of Tennessee Health Science Center, Memphis, TN
Albany Medical Center, Albany , NY
Loyola University Medical Center, Maywood, IL
UC Irvine, Orange, CA
Allegheny Health Network Medical Education Consortium, Pittsburgh, PA
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA
Abington Memorial Hospital, Abington, PA
Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO
Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center, Hartford, CT
Ochsner Clinic Foundation, New Orleans, LA
Kaiser Permanente Northern California Oakland, Oakland , Ca
Stamford Hospital, Stamford, CT
WellSpan York Hospital, York, PA
Prisma Health - Upstate, Greenville, SC
Graduate School of Medicine, Dept. of OB/GYN, Knoxville, TN
Stony Brook Medicine University Hospital, Stony Brook, NY
Brown University/Women & Infants Hospital, Providence, RI
University of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City, KS
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, Silver Spring, MD
University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL

2020
	 Outstanding MIS Residents
Each year, residency training program department heads are asked to nominate one Resident surgeon from their 
program to receive the SLS Outstanding Laparoendoscopic Resident Award.

Nominees receive:
•	 An Award Certificate honoring their selection as an SLS Outstanding Laparoendoscopic Resident.
•	 Free membership with the Society for the year of nomination, which includes…

•	 Discounts on SLS Conference Registration
•	 Additionally, all Residents are invited to participate in Virtual SLS MIS 2021 and compete with surgeons from 

around the world for the $1000 Resident Paper Award and the $250 Best Poster by a Resident Award!
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Hillary J. Edelman, MD
Noah J. Ehinger, MD
Vincent Fang, MD
Joanna Rose Finazzo, MD
Nicole Findlay, MD
Christine Friedman, MD
Carlos Garcia-Jasso, MD
Megan Gau, MD
Alexandra Giglio, DO
Shalini Golla, MD
Megan Gornet, MD
Eric Han, MD
Sara Christine Hatlen, MD
Diana Herrera, MD
Ashley E. Hilton, MD
Max S. Holtz, MD, MPH
Whitney C. Horner, MD
Negar Hosseinifar, DO
Elise Hull, MD
Caitlin F. Ingraham, MD
Allyson Jang, MD
Justin M. Jantczak, MD
Kayla Jelinek, DO
Alexandra M. Johnson, MD
Kirsten Amy Jorgensen, MD
Noor Joudi, MD
Jamaan Kenner, MD
Jessica Sunmee Kim, MD
Sun Woo Kim, MD
Karin Britta Knutson, MD
Nicole Krenitsky, MD
Ramsey G. Larson, MD
Caroline Lau, MD
Erin C. Lauer, MD
Susan Lee, MD
Olivia Lu, MD
Guirguis Marina, MD
Elizabeth Monier Martin, MD
Millicent McCarren, MD
Shelley McCormack, MD
Vivienne T. Meljen, MD
Haley Metwally, MD
Ahmed Moustafa, MD
Sarah S. Nathan, MD
Steven Nunns, MD
Liliana Palencia, MD
Ricky Patel, DO
Sarah Philips, MD
LIsa Emily Podolsky, MD
Gabrielle Marie Prokop, MD
Fiorella Reyes-Baez, MD

Advocate Lutheran General Hospital, Park Ridge, IL
University of Miami, Miami, FL
The Medical Center, Navicent Health, Macon, GA
Beaumont Hospital, Dearborn, MI
MetroHealth Medical Center, Cleveland, OH
Monmouth Medical Center, Long Branch, NJ
University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, TX
Adventist Health White Memorial, Los Angeles, CA
Jersey Shore University Medical Center, Neptune, NJ
University of Florida-Pensacola OBGYN Residency Program, Pensacola, FL
Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions, Baltimore, MD
Yale New Haven Medical Center, New Haven, CT
Los Angeles County Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Torrance, CA
Houston Methodist Hospital, Houston, TX
University of Nevada Las Vegas School of Medicine, Las Vegas, NV
University of Missouri-Kansas City/Truman Medical Center, Kansas City, MO
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
Loma Linda University Health, Loma Linda, CA
University of Texas Dell Medical School, Austin, TX
Christiana Care, Newark, DE
University of California, Davis, Sacramento, CA
University of Louisville, Louisville, KY
Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak, Royal Oak, MI
Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO
Tufts Medical Center, Boston , MA 
Stanford Health Care, Stanford, CA
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, New Orleans, LA
University of California, San Francisco, San Francisco, CA
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
University Of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, MA
Columbia University Irving Medical Center, New York, NY
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI
University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI
Mountain Area Health Education Center, Department of Ob/Gyn, Asheville, NC
Morehouse School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA
New York-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, Brooklyn, NY
Inova Fairfax Hospital, Falls Church, VA 
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, San Antonio , TX
Danbury Hospital, Danbury, CT
Kern Medical, Bakersfield, CA
Duke University, Durham, NC
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL
Hurley Medical Center, Flint, MI
UMMS/Baystate Medical Center, Springfield, MA
New Hanover Regional Medical Center, Wilmington, NC
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine, Springfield, IL
Saint Peter’s University Hospital, New Brunswick, NJ
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, NY
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, Newark, NJ
Summa Health, Akron, OH
University of Puerto Rico SOM, Ob-Gyn Residency Program, San Juan, PR
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Andrea Richmond-Mart, MD
Anne Marie Roslonski, DO
Ayodeji Sanusi, MD
Lauren Scanlon, MD
Lindsay A. Schmiedeknecht, MD
Catherine Seaman, MD
Nirali J. Shah, MD
Lisa Shandley, MD
Michael Kee-Ming Shu, MD
Adrian A. Simien, DO
Ivana L. Simpson, MD
Meagan Slate, MD
Kala Slaton, MD
Alisha Smith, MD
Amy Smolucha, MD
Rachel Snider, MD
Zachary T. Spalding, MD
Andrew Stahler, MD
Christina Tolley, MD
Leonel A. Trujillo, DO
J. Matt Tuck, MD
Samantha E. Varner, MD
Kristen R. Venuti, MD
Adrienne Werth, MD
Alexandre West, MD
Jeremy W. Whiting, DO
Heather M. Winn, MD
Emelia D. Winston, DO
Tyler Woodard, MD
Giselle Zornberg, MD

PLASTIC SURGERY
Tina Musa, DO

CRITICAL CARE SURGERY
Benjamin R. Huebner, MD

UROLOGY
Mubashir Shabil Billah, MD
Michael C. Chen, MD
Jesus Herrera-Murillo, MD
Charles F. Polotti, Jr., MD
Mohammed Adnan Said, MD
Adit Shah, MD

Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, SC
West Virginia University - Charleston Division / CAMC, Charleston, WV
Queens Hospital Center, Jamaica, NY
Northwell Health/Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, Manhasset, NY
Spectrum Health/Michigan State University, Grand Rapids, MI
Mount Sinai West, New York, NY
New York-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell, New York, NY
Emory University Dept of GYN/OB, Atlanta, GA
University at Buffalo, Jacobs SOM and Biomedical Sciences, Buffalo, NY
Indiana University, Indianapolis, IN
University of Texas Health Science Center- Houston, Houston , TX
Sinai Hospital of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD 
University of Arkansas for Medical Science, Little Rock , AR
Naval Medical Center Portsmouth, Portsmouth, VA
Mercy Hospital and Medical Center, Chicago, IL
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai (South Nassau), Rockville Centre, NY
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, NH
Richmond University Medical Center, Staten Island, NY
University of Vermont Medical Center, Burlington, VT
AMITA Saint Francis Hospital, Evanston, IL 
Wellstar Kennestone Regional Medical Center, Marietta, GA
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ
UPMC, Pittsburgh, PA
Christiana Care, Newark, DE
The University of Connecticut, Farmington, CT
Reading Hospital - Tower Health, Reading, PA
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City, IA
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Huntington, WV
New York University, New York, NY
University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, CA

Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, Kearny, NJ

University of Cincinnati Department of Surgery, Cincinnati, OH

Hackensack University Medical Center, Hackensack, NJ
Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA
UTHSCSA, San Antonio, TX
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, New Brunswick, NJ
Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA
USC Institute of Urology, Los Angeles, CA
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Board of 
Trustees

Raymond J.  
Lanzafame, MD, MBA

Executive Director 
Chairman

John E. Morrison,  
Jr., MD
President

Mona Orady, MD

Vice President

Paul Toomey, MD

Treasurer - Secretary

Jessica Ybanez-
Morano, MD, MPH

Immediate Past President

Louise P. King,  
MD, JD
Trustee

Sharona B. Ross, MD

Trustee

Juan L. Salgado, MD

Trustee

Radha Syed, MD

Trustee

Ja Hyun Shin, MD

Trustee

Maurice K. Chung, 
RPh, MD

Ex-Officio Trustee 
International Advisory 

Committee Chair

Paul A. Wetter, MD

Chairman Emeritus, 
Ex-Officio

Richard M.  
Satava, MD

Ex-Officio Trustee  
Scientific & Technology 

Advisor

Michael S. Kavic, MD

Ex-Officio Trustee
JSLS Editor-in-Chief

Ronald  
Fieldstone, Esq.

Ex-Officio Trustee

2020-2021

Congratulations
Paul Toomey, MD - Elected Secretary-Treasurer

Sharona Ross, MD - Elected Trustee (2-Year) 
Juan L. Salgado, MD - Elected Trustee (2-Year)

Ja Hyun Shin MD - Elected Trustee (1-Year)
Jay A. Redan, MD Samay Jain, MD

Thank You to Departing Board Members
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Each year at the Annual Conference of the American Society of Laser Medicine & Surgery, a number of prestigious awards 
are presented to individuals whose achievements have made a significant contribution to the field of lasers and energy-based 
devices for medicine.

The Society of Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgeons is proud to announce that our Chairman, Executive Director, and Scientific 
Chair, Raymond J. Lanzafame, MD, MBA was awarded the prestigious Dr. Horace Furumoto Innovations Professional 
Development Distinguished Contributor Award.

This award was established in 2007 by Candela Corporation, Cynosure, and DEKA to recognize an individual who has played 
a significant role in industry with multiple accomplishments. It is given in memory of the genius, leadership, and commitment 
of Dr. Horace Furumoto.

Recipients have demonstrated extensive experience (20+ years) with the innovative application of lasers and/or related 
technologies in health care who also emulate innovation, leadership, and commitment as characterized by Dr. Horace 
Furumoto.

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Raymond J. Lanzafame, MD, MBA!

Visit the Award Page

Are you a dues-paying member of SLS? 

Have your accomplishments in the news lately? 

Submit to be recognized in our Member in the News 
segment of SLSNow!

 

SLS wants to recognize and spotlight the accomplishments 
of its members. SLSNow is the Society of Laparoscopic and 

Robotic Surgeons’ newsletter that is released quarterly to 
members and available online to the public on the SLS website. 

Click to Submit to the  
SLSNow Member in the News

https://www.aslms.org/for-professionals/grants-awards/awards/dr-horace-furumoto-innovations-professional-development-award
https://soclapsurgeons.wufoo/forms/scho42u0l4evxy/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                     

November 13, 2020

Pioneer in Video-assisted Surgery Presented with AMA Distinguished 
Service Award

CHICAGO - The American Medical Association (AMA) presented Camran 
R. Nezhat, M.D., a pioneer in reproductive and laparoscopic surgery from 
Palo Alto, Calif., with the Distinguished Service Award. Established in 1938 
as one of the AMA’s highest honors, the Distinguished Service Award is 
presented for meritorious service in the science and art of medicine.

Dr. Nezhat was chosen by the AMA as an exceptional innovator and 
trailblazer whose significant contributions have revolutionized modern day 
surgery. He is best known for inventing video-assisted endoscopy and 
was the first to perform groundbreaking advances in minimally invasive 
surgical procedures that have helped millions of patients around the 
globe.

“Innovation is a key driver in transforming health care and Dr. Nezhat’s 
pioneering work has fundamentally changed contemporary surgery and 
opened a path for surgeons around the world to help their patients”, said 
AMA President Susan R. Bailey M.D. “He continues to push the leading-
edge of advanced procedures and the development of the safest, most 
efficacious technologies to enhance patient care and improve outcomes.”

Described as the father of modern operative laparoscopy, Dr. Nezhat’s surgical breakthroughs include the first video-
laseroscopy for the treatment of endometriosis, first laparoscopic treatment of an ovarian cyst during pregnancy, first 
laparoscopic appendectomy performed in the United States, and many other innovative procedures.

His works has not only changes surgical procedures in gynecology and reproductive medicine, but inspired and influenced 
advances in colorectal surgery, vascular surgery, thoracic surgery and urology surgery.

Dr. Nezhat is an American success story. Born in a small rural town in Iran, Dr. Nezhat is a naturalized citizen of the United 
States. After graduating from Tehran University School of Medicine, he completed his residency training in obstetrics and 
gynecology at the State University of New York at Buffalo.

Dr. Nezhat is director of the Center for Special Minimally Invasive and Robotic Surgery. His academic appointments include 
clinical professor of obstetrics and gynecology at University of California at San Francisco, and adjunct clinical professor of 
surgery and obstetrics and gynecology at Stanford University.

The AMA presented the award to Dr. Nezhat during the November 2020 Special Meeting of the AMA House of Delegates.

Visit the Award Page

https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/ama-distinguished-service-award-goes-video-assisted-surgery-pioneer


SEPTEMBER 
12TH, 2020 
IS MINIMALLY 
INVASIVE SURGERY 
(MIS) AWARENESS  
DAY

Keeping patients aware and informed 
is the first step toward receiving the 
right care patients’ deserve. SLS 
always supports therapy awareness 
to empower patients with right 
knowledge to start a conversation with 
their healthcare providers.

SLS joins with Medtronic to 
commemorate September 12 as 
the Keyhole Surgery Awareness 
Day. Keyhole surgery, also known 
as Minimally Invasive Surgery (MIS), 
is when the surgeon makes small 
incisions like a keyhole and September 
12, 1985 was the day that Professor 
Dr Med Erich Mühe of Germany 
performed the first keyhole surgery to 
remove a gallbladder.

Please click to visit and learn more 
about this awareness campaign. Help 
spread the awareness by sharing the 
information with your network!

LEARN MORE

https://bit.ly/3igT6na
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Celebrating
30 years of SLS
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RENEW 
YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 
TODAY!

•	 Support the mission of SLS to improve patient care 
and promote the highest standards of practice through 
education, training, and information

•	 All SLS dues and donations are tax deductible for US 
Taxpayers

•	 Receive registration discounts to attend MISWeek

•	 And even more! 
See next page for more information.

“For the last 5 years I have had the opportunity to become 
involved with the SLS. As a urologist I have found the 
meetings extremely informative learning from my colleagues 
not just in Urology but also from the fields of General 
Surgery and Gynecology. It is the best collaborative meeting 
I have attended. Not only is the learning portion of the 
meeting exceptional but the people I have met nationally and 
internationally are truly professional whom I consider great 
friends as well.” 
- Michael McDonald, MD
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Join or Renew Today: 
SLS.org/membership

•	 Exclusive enrollment in SLS’ “Find a Specialist” Patient Referral Map and Online Database
•	 Exclusive access to online member portal where you can connect with members worldwide

•	 Free Digital Subscription to JSLS, Journal of the Society of 
Laparoscopic & Robotic Surgeons

•	 Free Digital Subscription to CRSLS, Case Reports Journal
•	 Receive JSLS Anywhere, a quarterly update on JSLS articles
•	 Open access to Proceedings, Textbooks, and Websites

•	 Network with professionals from around the world
•	 Engage a multidisciplinary body of knowledge and professional development resources
•	 A wide range of programming to receive CME Credits
•	 Free Online CME opportunities for members

•	 Participate and engage in Special Interest Groups (SIG’s)
•	 Special membership rates for Students, Residents, Fellows & Active Duty Military Personnel
•	 Have your successes featured in “Members in the News”

•	 Unique multispecialty & multidisciplinary content
•	 Access SLS Scholarly Search & Open Access Titles & Videos
•	 Network with a range of international affiliates & opportunities to 

exchange ideas, techniques & technologies
•	 Join the conversation on our blog & social media outlets

•	 Access to huge savings and exclusive discounts
•	 Special offers, preferred seating, tickets to top 

attractions, theme parks, sporting events, hotels and 
much more!

http://sls.org/membership/

